Testimony of the Capitol Hill Restoration Society 

before the DC Historic Preservation Review Board on January 24, 2019
121 7th Street, SE (HPA 19-078)


My name is Beth Purcell and I am testifying on their behalf of the Capitol Hill Restoration Society's Historic Preservation Committee.  We reviewed the plans for the project dated January 11, 2019.  Thank you for considering our views.

121 and 119 7th Street, SE are two adjacent noncontributing two-story, three-bay brick flat front rowhouses built in 1961.
 ( In 2016, HPRB approved alterations the front and rear of 119.  HPA 16-692.)  At 121 7th Street there is a curb cut, which would remain.  The applicant proposes a three-story rear addition, a one-story rooftop addition.  The plans retain the existing cornice, enlarge the window openings in the front, add brick rowlock lintels, and double-hung windows, plus a third story addition set back from the front elevation with seamed metal coping and casement windows.  The entrance and garage door would mirror the treatment at 119 7th Street, SE.  We believe that the plans for the front elevation are compatible with the Capitol Hill Historic District.  


After meeting with neighbors, we believed that there was an important issue concerning the rear elevation that required additional investigation.  To the rear of 121 7th Street, SE is Brown's Court, an inhabited alley.  The height of the rear addition is 35 feet.  Neighbors question whether an addition at this height will dominate and adversely affect Browns Court.  We have raised the adverse effect of proposed over-tall additions on historic landscapes comprised of smaller buildings.
  The staff's research is very thorough and concludes that the rear addition is in keeping with other rear additions, would be seen from Brown's Court over an existing building,  the rear addition aligns with the rear of 119, does not extend beyond the rear wall of 125, and that 121 has a deep lot.  However, to be sure that there will be no adverse impact on Brown's Court, we suggest that the applicant submit to staff a perspective depicting the view of 121 7th Street from Brown's Court.  

 We believe that the project is compatible with the Capitol Hill Historic District. 

Thank you for considering our comments.
� DC Assessment Directory (2011).  


�  See 121 Tennessee Avenue, NE (HPA 18- 430 ); narrow alley;  215 A Street, NE (15-389) (Terrace Court alley dwellings).  In 1116 Constitution Avenue, NE (16-526), the Board ordered an addition to be reduced from three stories to two stories, because of the effect on Walter Houp Court.	
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