Testimony of the Capitol Hill Restoration Society 

before the DC Historic Preservation Review Board on January 24, 2019
201 8th Street, NE (HPA 19-104)


My name is Beth Purcell and I am testifying on their behalf of the Capitol Hill Restoration Society's Historic Preservation Committee.  We reviewed the plans for the project dated December 8, 2018.  Thank you for considering our views.  

This project includes both a renovation and new construction.  It will occupy a large site at the corner of Constitution Avenue and 8th Street, NE.  The corner building will be renovated and converted to 5 large condos.  The property will be subdivided to create lots for the construction of four new dwelling units at the northern portion of the existing parking lot. Our comments will address the existing and new construction separately.

Existing Building

The existing building is a contributing structure built in 1939 as an apartment building, designed A.S. Rich for owner W.F. Hummer.  In 1962, Hummer's family sold the building to Eastern Dispensary and Casualty Hospital.
  Presumably the building became the nurses' residence in 1962, and at some later point became a medical office building.  The applicant proposes to renovate the existing structure with a new pedestrian entry from Constitution Avenue.  The existing 8th Street entrance will be retained as a non-operable, architectural element.  The surface parking area will be substantially reduced by the proposed new construction.  We offer the following comments:


Entry: the new pedestrian entrance from Constitution Avenue should clearly designate that location is the building entrance rather than the original entry on 8th Street.  A new Constitution Avenue address will help. The applicant is encouraged to continue exploring creative solutions for the new entry area.  We support the staff's recommendations regarding the entry. 

Fenestration: the applicant proposes to install 6 over 6 windows on the 8th Street and Constitution Avenue facades.  It is believed that this was the original window configuration. The rear facade has a mix of original and new window and door openings as well as new balconies.  Although seldom visible from public spaces, we encourage further refinement to improve compatibility among these openings.

New fire stair: the new internal stair at the southeast corner of the building will result in partially blocking half of the double window openings.  We have concerns about how this will appear, and have asked the applicant to mitigate this design element.

We believe the proposed renovation and alterations to the existing building are compatible with the Capitol Hill Historic District.

New Construction

At the northern portion of the existing surface parking the applicant proposes a four-unit condominium building on two lots with a single entrance.  It is three stories plus a basement, with two units on each lot and a shared central court.  Some recommendations resulting from discussions with applicant regarding the fenestration and entry area have already been addressed. The applicant has indicated they are continuing to refine the brick and entry details.  Additional comments yet to be addressed include:

Color palate/brick selection:  the applicant would prefer a building that is light in color, proposing painted brick at one point.  We believe that using a light colored brick is a better solution that painted brick, because unpainted brick is the vocabulary of Capitol Hill apartment buildings.  In 300 8th Street, NE (HPA 16-443), a new brick condo building, the Board required that the brick remain unpainted. 

Fenestration: we understood that the windows would have an operable section, an important feature on Capitol Hill apartment buildings.  We suggest that operable windows on the side elevation. 

Entry: the revised stair and entry is a substantial improvement over earlier versions.  The Committee supports the stair/entry design and encourages further design refinement, and we agree with the staff report. 

Roof deck: in this instance we caution that portions of the deck on Building B may be visible.  We discourage visible rooftop elements such as umbrellas, pergolas, etc..


We believe the proposed new construction is compatible with the Capitol Hill Historic District.


Thank you for considering our comments.

� Building permit # 223599 (5 June 1939).  Rec. Deeds 1962000402 (2/6/1962).
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