Mr. Warder took sick in Cairo and died there shortly after
arriving. It required two months before his body could
be delivered back home. The property on A St. remained
in the Warder family estate for another twenty-nine
years. Mrs. Warder returned to Washington and never
remarried. She kept performing what she considered her
duties in society and the charitable field, saw her
two remaining daughters marry and move away. A very
wealthy widow, Mrs. Warder lived to be eighty-seven.
The last glimpse of her we get in the research before
her death in 1928 is an elderly women living comfortably
in a nice home on 16th St. with two servants, a fifty
year old Swedish maid and a forty year old Scottish
women employed as a waitress.

As for the property at 219 A St., it remained rental.
The tenants were commonly employed as clerks and often
with the Federal Government. There is ample evidence to
suggest that the home was not always rented, that it
sat unoccupied for long periods sometimes. If we compare
the Sanborn Fire Insurance map for the year 1888 with:the
Hopkins Real Estate plat for 1893, we see that the neighbor-
hood changed very little. Carpenter's shops, sheds and
a candy factory along with a small bakery still pre-
dominate within the alley at the center of the square.
In fact, the only significant change in this five year
period was the construction of rows 213 through 223

and the alley dwellings. As for Terrace Court and the



478 297,

2
A

2

o~

7 Sl SN 5.
s ]
i c
~ 1 ¥
~ “ T ¥
N -~ B 5E
- % m ~N S
b v - S
12§
e — L o g
~ S b

R IR

e By

e A, [
s r+—® ~ QH%NJ ‘A€ g2
” ._u.). & Fom o ©°F
s & 18 S = T
s 2 10 drez =
Q ~ i -
L | NN _ —_— 1 mml.
! | i~ ) € i I
BRI DES  | [ oog T e
2 H e S e e
T= - 3
Ry L7 BT BT
3
~
N
e |
S |
5
i
< |
N §
]
D47
|
Fat
iy
T’
A\
502

et s S

e il

S S A O § Py

-

A |
’ | P
| ©
| —
| Q,
2 o
| BN
©
I »
I 0
| m
]
| i
i I
1 Q
| 24
|
| [}
' a
1 -
; A
: o,
(e}
! fa
!
|
i
1
!

year 1893




eight dwellings there, we find the occupants from the late
1890s through the 1920s to be mostly black. Women's occu-
pations tended to be laundresses or domestics. For the
men such jobs as day laborers, drivers, railroad porters
and coachmen predominated. Total population in the alley
typically ranged from forty-five to fifty individuals.
From public health reports we learn that the general
living conditions, while not ideal, were at least better
comparatively. Mortality rates and reported illnesses
were usually reported at rates half the norm. In most
years there were no significant differences in the rate
between white and black residents in Square 759; people
seemed to die or become sick with serious conditions at
about the same rate, regardless of race. And it should
also be mentioned that in James Borchert's classic study,

Alley life in Washington, the quality of construction

of the alley dwellings in Terrace Court was better than
most others studied.

The overall character of the neighborhood from the 1880s
until just before the First World War can easily be imagined.
The automobile did not appear until about 1902 and then
only gradually for at least a decade yet to come. People
here of modest means, that is, working class people 1living
along side white-collared salaried clerks, got about by
street car or by foot. Horse drawn wagons and buggies
were still quite ordinary on the street. In fact the

trolly cars and the fire engines were horse drawn well into
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Metropolitan open horsecar on East Capitol Street near 9th Street. A number of these Trimble-built cars
later served as’electric trailers. Taken about 1890. The conductor, whose name was Dick, was a favorite

v

with the kids. Handy Studios

v

X
The last open car trolley was scrapped in 1937. But

for the most part, passenger trolley cars were electrical,
closed car decades prior to the above date. One electrical,
open car did remain until the early 1930s and ran from lst
and East Capitol Street. This was mostly for promotional
and advertising purposes, however.



first decade of this century. With the presence of the
automobile so infrequent, indeed an outright novelty,
the neighborhood must have been considerably quieter.
The very few people who owned automobiles then did so

as a matter of status and(sporting—about: not so much

as transportation really. As for the common man, the
automobile was to him a "loco-mobile", regarding it as
some kind of dangerous toy the rich played with on public
streets. As for the trolley cars, they were gradually
being transformed over from horse drawn to cable or
electrical. This too worried the average citizen some-
times, particularly as the streets seemed to be more~—and

more busy with traffic. I can well imagine, for instance, an

incident reported in the Evening Star regarding the

collision of an electric trolly with a horse drawn
wagon on the otherwise quiet evening of September 29,
1902. It seems that at 10:20 PM at the intersection of
East Capitol Street and 2nd Street a trolly plowed
full on and completely demolished the wagon of Lottie
Miles, a colored woman from across the Anacostia River
in Hillsdale. Although not a fatality, the accident
put poor Lottie into Casuality Hospital and the neighbor-
hood here into a nervous chatter for weeks to come.
Before presenting a chronology of the owners and
residents of 219 A St., N.E., we might look over the
property tax assessments for Square 759 for the years

1902-03 and the Sanborn Fire Insurance map for the year

1904.
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