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The Ninth Street Christian Church was built in 1897-1898 by the Disciples of
Christ for their prosperous and fast-growing congregation, replacing a smaller church
building constructed on that site only six years earlier. Five architects competed for the
commifsion. Like many Protestant congregations, the Disciples of Christ built a Gothic
church

During the last quarter of the nineteenth century, Gothic architecture exemplified
the architecture most suited to Christian worship. Influential architects such as Ralph
Adams Cram led the way.? W. N. Pugin, one of the most influential authorities on
Gothic architecture, promoted it on moral and aesthetic principles, and believed that
stained glass windows were essential to the worship experience in a Gothic church.

The church likely ordered its stained glass windows from a catalog. Catalogs were
a common marketing tool for companies selling stained glass windows. In the late
nineteenth century, stained glass was a completive business, and firms competed on the
basis of design and price. Companies in New York, Chicago, Cleveland, Richmond,
Reading, and Philadelphia (with 17 firms by 1890) produced stained glass. Many firms
marketed through catalogs, offering residential and ecclesiastical stained glass.® In fact,
the National Art Glass Manufacturers Association, in Chicago published its The
International Glass Catalogue (issued between 1909 and 1915) to curtail price cutting
among its members.* For these reasons “catalog glass" can refer to a superior and
competitive work.
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