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TOUR LOCATIONS
	 425	New	Jersey	Avenue	SE

	 437	New	Jersey	Avenue	SE

	 Duddington	Place	SE	(outdoor	tour)	

	 Capitol	Hill	Sport	&	Health 
315	G	Street	SE	(tour/free	gift)	

	 319	D	Street	SE	

	 325	D	Street	SE	

	 327	4th	Street	SE	

	 Brent	Elementary	School	Garden 
301	North	Carolina	Avenue	SE	

	 310	4th	Street	SE

	 123	6th	Street	SE	

	 518	6th	Street	SE	

	 647	South	Carolina	Avenue	SE

	 Southeast	Library	Garden 
403	7th	Street	SE 

VISITOR GUIDELINES
 Begin	the	tour	at	any	location.

 No	indoor	photography	or	 
0pen	containers.	

 Homeowners	may	request	
removal	of	shoes.	

 Children	5	and	over	must	have	
a	ticket;	children	without	
tickets	must	be	carried.	

 Persons	with	mobility	issues	
may	find	the	tour	difficult	 
to	navigate.

HOURS
Saturday,	May	12    4-7 pm  
Sunday,	May	13    1-5 pm

GUIDED OUTDOOR MINI-TOUR

	 Duddington	Place	SE

Saturday    5 pm

Sunday    2 pm,	4	pm

TOUR HEADQUARTERS
	 American	Legion	Hall 
Kenneth	Nash	Post	8 
224	D	Street	SE

Ticket sales, will-call pickup,  
and complementary refreshments 
available during tour hours.

SPECIAL OFFERS
	 Tortilla	Coast

	 400	First	Street	SE

Present ticket for 10% off food 
purchase through May 31, 2018 
(one time use). 

	 Bullfeathers
	 410	First	Street	SE

Present ticket for free drink  
(up to $8) with food purchase 
through May 31, 2018 (one time 
use). Closed Sundays.

TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW  $35 ADVANCE  $40 TOUR WEEKEND  |  TICKET SALES & INFORMATION AT CHRS.ORG
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Welcome to the Capitol Hill Restoration 
Society’s 2018 House & Garden Tour— 
we’re so glad you’ve come! 
Thank you for taking part in this Capitol Hill 
tradition, our signature project and a major source 
of funding for our other programs and activities. For 
more information on what CHRS does, please see 
page 7.

If you are visiting, we invite you to enjoy the 
hospitality of our neighborhoods and our 
grand Victorian-era homes, monumental views and 
tree-lined streets in the shadow of the Capitol.

If you live on The Hill, you are already familiar 
with the rich history, diverse cultures, walkability 
and family-friendly climate that make this a 
close-knit community. CHRS believes that Capitol 
Hill should be a good place to live, work, and raise 
families. For this reason, since our founding in 1955, 
we have worked continuously to defend and protect 
Capitol Hill’s community, history, and architecture. 

Each year the tour features a different part of 
Capitol Hill. This year the spotlight is on the area 
between the Capitol South and Eastern Market Metro 
stations, with all the properties within easy walking 
distance of each other. In addition to the many fine 
homes, you are invited to enjoy an outdoor mini-tour 
of historic Duddington Place (note the times listed 
on the Contents page) and refreshments and rest 
facilities both Saturday and Sunday at the American 
Legion Hall, Kenneth Nash Post 8. We hope you get 
lots of ideas for remodeling, redecorating, and art 
collecting. Or simply enjoy the lovely homes, fragrant 
gardens and the company of others who share your 
appreciation for beautiful spaces. 

On behalf of CHRS, I want to extend a sincere 
thank-you, most especially, to all the homeowners 
featured on this year’s tour for their tremendous 

hospitality; the house captains who ensure a safe 
and enjoyable visit for our tour goers; the 300+ 
house docents, history writers and other volunteers 
who staffed every aspect of the tour; the local 
merchants who served as ticket sales outlets; the 
many advertisers featured in this brochure; and the 
generous corporate and individual sponsors and 
contributors without whom this  
tour would not be possible. 

On the last page of the brochure, you will find 
membership information. If you are not already a 
member, I hope you will be inspired to join us. If 
you love Capitol Hill and its historic character, then 
CHRS is an organization worthy of your support.

And now…time’s a wastin’—the house captains 
are expecting you. Enjoy the tour!

Elizabeth Nelson 
CHRS President

PRESIDENT’S WELCOME

Visitors take a break on the 2017 House & Garden Tour.
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Schneider’s is one of the finest 
Wine and Spirits shops in the 
country. Family owned and operated 
since 1949, now in our fourth 
generation. Our selection, service  
and prices are second to none.

300 Massachusetts Ave. NE
Washington, DC 20002

202-543-9300
www.cellar.com

We were named “Best Liquor Store”  
and/or “Best Wine Selection” for the  
last NINE years in a row by  
the Washington City Paper.

We are consistently rated Best Wine Shop 
by Washingtonian Magazine.

Listed in the Wall Street Journal  
as one of the most enjoyable places  
to shop for wines nationwide.

Proud To Support Capitol Hill Restoration Society
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THANK YOU

SPONSORS
PLATINUM

The Rob and Brent Group,  
TTR Sotheby’s International Realty

GOLD 

Gary + Michael Real Estate Team,  
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

National Capital Bank

The Smith Team, Berkshire Hathaway  
Home Services PenFed Realty

SILVER

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Hill Rag

Schneider’s on Capitol Hill

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Benefactors
Lyle Schauer 

Muriel D. Wolf, MD, in memory of Dick Wolf

Sponsors
Mia Grosjean 

Michael Hardiman & May Al Najjar

Kathryn Powers

Contributors
Mike & Judith Canning

Louise Eagle

Supporters
Earl & Toby Godfrey

TICKET OUTLETS
Berkshire Hathaway Eastern Market

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

East City Books

Frager’s Garden Center

Frager’s Paint Store

Groovy DC Cards & Gifts

Hill Center at the Old Naval Hospital 

Hill’s Kitchen

Kashmir at Union Station

Labyrinth Games & Puzzles

SPECIAL THANKS
American Legion Hall, Kenneth H. Nash Post 8

Roslyn Ashford, Budget Blinds of Bethesda  
and Washington, DC

Capitol Hill Garden Club

Frager’s Garden Center

Andrew Lightman

Solar Energy World

The House & Garden Tour would not 
be possible without the assistance and 
generosity of our sponsors, supporters, 
ticket outlets, and individual donors.

About the Artist
Joseph Harrison Snyder’s 
painting of Monica Sullivan’s 
home at 148 F Street SE, with 
dog Ginny on the front stoop, 
is the featured image for this 
year’s House and Garden 
Tour. Joseph came to Capitol 
Hill in the late 1980s as an 

architect and has been selling his paintings at Eastern Market 
since 2002. He can be found every weekend at the market or at: 
josephharrisonsnyder.com.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Elizabeth Nelson, President

Monte Edwards, First Vice President

Patrick Lally, Second Vice President

Adam Apton, Treasurer

Susan Oursler, Secretary

Susan Burgerman, At Large

Michelle Carroll, At Large

Steve Kehoe, At Large

Joanna Kendig, At Large

Tina May, At Large

Janet Quigley, At Large

Lisa Dale Jones, At Large

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Budget and Administration, Susan Oursler

City Planning, Monte Edwards

Communications, Nina Tristani

Community Development, Chuck Burger

Environment, Greg Holeyman

Historic Preservation, Beth Purcell

Membership, Susan Burgerman

Public Safety, Undine Nash

Zoning, Gary Peterson

HOUSE TOUR TEAM 
Planning
Michelle Carroll (chair), Janet Quigley, Nina Tristani, 
Maria Strylowski, Christine Cronenwett, and  
Susan Antos.

Writers
Susan Antos, Susan Bergerman, Michelle Carroll, 
Beth Hague, Joanna Kendig, Elizabeth Nelson, 
Beth Purcell, Janet Quigley Hilary Russell, Angie 
Schmidt, Nina Tristani, and Kelly Vielmo.

Publicity
Maygene Daniels

Editing
Nancy Metzger

Graphic Design
Jean Kohanek

House Illustrations
Adrienne Williams, Pup Art

Administration
Carl Spier

House Captains and Reserves
Todd Litchfield, Coldwell Banker; John Smith, 
BHHS PenFed; Heather Schoell, BHHS PenFed; 
Brent Jackson and Rob Sanders, TRR Sotheby’s 
International Realty; Jason Townsend and Thomas 
Snow, Capital Community Properties; Chuck 
Burger, Coldwell Banker; Phil Guire, Jeanne 
Harrison and Meg Shapiro, Compass Real Estate; 
Gary Jankowski and Michael Schaeffer, Coldwell 
Banker; Amy and Mike Grace, Capitol Hill Village; 
Nick Alberti, Susan Oursler, and Elizabeth Nelson.

Duddington Place Tour Guide
Beth Purcell

CHRS PEOPLE 

2018 Dick Wolf Memorial Lecture Prize winner Christine Ames, 
center, with (L–R) program participants Emma Seabright, 
Elizabeth Nelson, Monte Edwards, and Stephen Hansen.  
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921 Pennsylvania Avenue SE
www.hillcenterdc.org

After you’ve enjoyed the CHRS House 
and Garden Tour, treat yourself to 
a stroll through the gardens and art 
galleries at beautiful, historic Hill 
Center. The galleries feature rotating 
exhibits year-round, highlighting 
contemporary works by emerging and 
established artists.

Visit Hill Center’s  
Galleries & Gardens

Whether you’re a first-time buyer
or third-time investor, I can help

you navigate the DC market.

Contact me today!

(202) 292-1276  direct
(202) 802-2704  cell
(202) 547-3525 
elby.godwin@cbmove.com
elbygodwin.com

ELBY GODWIN 

605 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20003
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We connect with our members and the 
Capitol Hill community through events that 
promote and strengthen the character of 
our historic neighborhood. 

PRESERVATION CAFÉS
The Preservation Café series is a free forum with topics 
of interest to the greater Capitol Hill community.

Nakita Reed, “Improving Energy Efficiency”  
(May 2018)

Yesenia Riviera, “Solar Power on Capitol Hill”  
(April 2018)

Stephen Gyor & Steve Callcott, “DC Sustainability 
Guidelines” (March 2018)

Ruth Trocolli, “Shotgun House Revisited” 
(November 2017)

Joe Bellosi,” This Old (but great) House… Wiring and 
Safety” (October 2017)

Paul K. Williams, “An Underground ‘Tour’ of 
Congressional Cemetery” (September 2017)

WALKING TOURS 
Our walking tours are led by expert guides who 
reveal the history and significance of unexpected 
corners of Capitol Hill—perhaps one near you!

Duddington Place SE (May 2018)

Warren Street NE (October 2017)

MEMBER FORUMS 
Open to the public, these feature speakers on a wide 
range of topics.

“The 1822 City Directory” (June 2018)

“Ironwork on the Capitol Dome” (September 2017)

“What Secrets Lie Beneath the Shotgun House?” 
(June 2017)

DICK WOLF MEMORIAL LECTURE
The Dick Wolf Memorial Lecture, named for 
visionary planner and former CHRS president Dick 
Wolf (1933–2012), showcases excellence in research 
on urban planning and historic preservation in 
the District of Columbia by a student or intern. 
Each year’s winner delivers a presentation and 
receives a $1,000 prize. The 2018 winner is Christine 
Ames for “New Discoveries at the Shotgun House 
Archaeological Site.” 

HOUSE EXPO 
Held in October in Eastern Market’s North Hall. 
Features home improvement professionals with 
a variety of traditional and modern skills, as well 
as government agencies to help you preserve and 
maintain your home. 

CAPITOL HILL PHOTO CONTEST
The 2018 Capitol Hill Photo Contest theme was 
“The Capitol Hill Home.” The 2018 winners are: 
First Place: Maria Helena Carey; 2nd Place: Kym 
Kamra; 3rd Place: Robert Weinstein. All winning and 
honorable mention photos available online at:  
chrs.org/2017-photo-contest-winners.

CAPITOL HILL EVENTS 
CHRS volunteers participate in a wide range of 
community activities, such as the 4th of July Parade; 
Barracks Row Fall Festival; Hilloween; Holiday Fun 
at Eastern Market; and Volunteer Day at Hill Center. 
Contact CHRS to become a volunteer today! 

SWAMPOODLE GRANTS 
CHRS awards grants to preserve historic features 
and correct historically inaccurate exterior 
alterations for homes in the Swampoodle 
neighborhood near H Street NE. Details at:  
chrs.org/swampdoodle-grants.

CHRS EVENTS 

These events and many others are free and open  
to the public. Check the Calendar page at chrs.org  

for events that may interest you! 
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425 New Jersey Avenue SE
Home of Tom Trotter

House Captain: Todd Litchfield,  
Coldwell Banker

Designed by local architect Philip N. Dwyer, this 
red brick townhouse is one of a group of four that 
were built together in 1891. Pressed brick adorns 
the windows and cornices of the four-house group, 
and they share decorative friezes and stringcourses, 
creating a unifying theme. Other common details 
include a turned post in the front windows and 
an exact match for the original stained glass with 
neighbors to its left and original red brick with its 
two adjoining neighbors.

The current owner has lived here for the last twenty 
years. As one of a series of owners—approximately 
twenty in all—he views himself as “temporary 
occupant” of the house. He has worked assiduously to 
restore the house to its original form through research 
and thousands of hours of work and contracting. 

Throughout the house, the current owner 
painstakingly tracked down and matched 
period stained glass, gasoliers, doorknobs, 
hinges, and molding. 
In one major project, the owner removed three 
coats of paint to expose the original brick. Workers 
scraped the paint and repointed the soft brick 
by hand, exposing the original brick detail, and 
replaced or turned a few bricks. 

Entering the house through the original double 
doors, be sure to pause to look up at the light 
fixtures in the vestibule and entrance hallway. Over 
100 years old, the fixtures are hand-blown, original 
gas lights refurbished and adapted for electricity 
to appear as the fixtures did when the house was 
originally built. Other fixtures in the living room, 
dining room, and upstairs hallway are replicas in 
character with the house. The large windows in the 
living room are original broad glass hung in original 
sashes. Period stained glass windows above them 
match the originals in the living room and in the 
second-floor master bedroom. The moldings and 
period living room mantel also replicate those of the 

original. Throughout the house, the owner tried to 
reuse materials whenever possible, including in the 
modern kitchen, where he used salvaged heart pine 
floors rescued from another historic house. 

From the post-World War II period until the 1990s, 
the house was a three-unit rental. Previous owners 
purchased the house in the 1990s, restored the original 
layout and some original features, such as pocket 
doors installed between the living room and dining 
room and, where necessary, duplicated spindles for the 
extra-wide staircase. The newel post is original. 

Upstairs, clear glass transoms above the doors 
provided air circulation before air conditioning was 
available; to this day, the hallway remains relatively 
bright. Throughout the house, wheat-themed brass 
doorknobs are either original or matches of the 
originals from a house of the same period, purchased 
at The Brass Knob in Adams Morgan. The owner 
added a closet for the back guest room directly over 
the downstairs bathroom, incorporating from kitchen 
renovations. He installed hand-milled wainscoting 
and a rescued claw-foot bathtub in the upstairs 
hallway bathroom. The previous owners turned a 
middle bedroom into an open T.V. room, incorporated 
its closet to form a larger master bedroom closet, 
and converted a former apartment kitchenette into 
the front master bath. Notice the period stained glass 
window in the front master bedroom and the curtain 
rod in the ceiling to curtain off the window alcove 
at night while keeping the windows airy during the 
day. An attic workshop reached by a narrow, steep set 
of stairs and a downstairs one-bedroom apartment 
complete with its own outdoor space in the dogleg 
are not included on the tour.  — BETH HAGUE

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
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437 New Jersey Avenue SE
Home of John Erickson

House Captains: John Smith,  
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services, 
PenFed Realty • Elizabeth Nelson

This pressed-brick home has had a long and varied 
history. The current owner, John Erickson, has 
lived in the home for 27 years and says that the 
house was in great shape when he bought it. His 
improvements have been mainly cosmetic, such 
as refinishing the floors, replacing the carpets and 
painting the walls. The home has original doors, 
windows, door knobs and working transoms. 

Visitors will note the interesting furniture 
and decorative pieces, all personally 
collected or designed by Erickson in Asia, 
prior to his retirement from the military. 

The entrance leads to a long hallway that runs 
the length of the house. To the right is the front 
parlor, with its original pocket doors and beautifully 
carved fireplace. Immediately behind the parlor, the 
dining room has a similarly grand fireplace. Past the 
open hallway is the kitchen with an unusual (for the 
Hill) wrap-around layout. Behind the home are two 
parking spaces, and across the alley is one of the 
buildings used for maintenance by the Architect of 
the Capitol.

The upper floor holds three bedrooms. 
Erickson moved his master bedroom from the 
front of the house to the middle in order to better 
accommodate his custom-built furniture, though 
both bedrooms are spacious. In the hall is an 
original built-in linen cupboard. The back guest 
bedroom has a private balcony.

Samuel and Harriet Hunt built the home in 1890 
for $3000 and lived there with their 3 teenagers. 
Only someone with means could have added such 
touches as the ornate fireplaces, high ceilings, and 
a grand staircase. The massive skylight above adds 
so much light through the center of the house that 
the upstairs hallway acts as a solarium for the large 
houseplants that currently thrive there.

By 1912, the family home had been converted 
into a boarding house and was sold as such at an 
auction in 1925 (“Valuable Brick Dwelling…10 rooms 
and 2 baths arranged into apartments.”) The home 
still holds an English basement apartment, which is 
not included on the CHRS House and Garden Tour. 
It is not known when the house was converted back 

into its current configuration.
Prior to Erickson purchasing the 

property, it was the rental home of Virginia 
Dodd Smith, the first female Representative 

from Nebraska. Smith lived here before her 
retirement in 1990, after serving 16 years in the 
House serving the largest congressional district 
in the country. She was a ranking member on the 
House Appropriations Committee—we can only 
imagine the conversations held in 437 New Jersey. 

The house still has some ties to politics since 
Erickson occasionally allows the main floor of 
his home to be rented out for special events and 
congressional fundraisers. The grand spaces and 
elegant rooms make this a natural venue. — ANGIE SCHMIDT

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14



DEDICATION, EXPERTISE & INTEGRITY, WORKING FOR YOU!

I donate $500 of every sale to the  
Capitol Hill Community Foundation to  
strengthen the fabric of our neighborhood. 
When you work with me, you make a difference!

© 2018 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchise of BHH 
Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway Home-
Services symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.®

202.321.0874 
heatherschoell.penfedrealty.com

Capitol Hill  |  705 North Carolina Ave. SE 
202-608-1882 x111-175  Office
heathersdc@gmail.com

@HeatherSchoell

Heather Schoell Real Estate

dcheather

Contact me for a
no-obligation consultation
Representing Buyers & Sellers

EXTENSIVE
KNOWLEDGE OF
CAPITOL HILL & BEYOND

Congratulations to CHRS 
on their 61st successful 
House & Garden Tour! 

Cell: 202-321-0874
Office: 202-608-1882 x111-175

@HeatherSchoell
Heather Schoell Real Estate
heatherschoell.penfedrealty.com

Heather Schoell Real Estate
Washington, DC

SCHOELL'D!

SCHOELL'D!

Customers First. 
Exceptional, responsive 
customer service. A real person 
answers our phones.

Affordable.
No hidden fees. 
No contracts. 
No required bundles. 
No strings attached.

Local.
Since 1999, we’ve provided 
exceptional internet service to 
Capitol Hill families and businesses.

Hassle Free Internet.

202-546-5898 dcaccess.net

Let us create a coffee table book on 
the history of your DC house.

Great to have for yourself or for a 
gift and a unique selling tool.

Do you know the history  
of your home?

nmhousedetectives.com
nmhousedetectives@gmail.com
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Duddington Place SE
FREE GUIDED OUTDOOR MINI-TOUR

Tour Guide: Beth Purcell

Duddington Place (1st/2nd/E/F streets SE) is one of 
Capitol Hill’s most charming streets, reflecting 19th-
century architecture, real estate speculation, boom 
and bust, and Capitol Hill renovations in the 1960s. 

Daniel Carroll (1764–1849), one of the city’s 
original landowners, is famous for his dispute 
with Washington designer Pierre L’Enfant after 
siting his house in the middle of the planned New 
Jersey Avenue, which L’Enfant demolished. Carroll 
later built a brick mansion, “Duddington Manor,” 
in square 736, and his family lived here until 
1886 when they sold the entire square. By 1890, 
Archimedes Heckman (1810–1892), a Philadelphia 
speculator, had bought the square, laid out 146 
rowhouse lots on a new street (which he named for 
himself), and started building houses. The street 
was renamed Duddington Place in 1961. 

Duddington Place houses are approximately 
15 feet wide encompassing two bays (a door and 
a window) and two stories tall. These are smaller 
houses than typical Capitol Hill houses and were likely 
designed to be rented to working-class people. They 
are pressed brick, the building material of choice 
in the 19th century. Although modest in scale, they 
have the Queen Anne elements typical of Capitol Hill 
houses: doorways with transoms, segmented arches 
over doors and windows, belt courses, some with 
bays, some with a decorated pediment at the cornice. 

Duddington Place, largely built-out by 1900, 
attracted people who worked for the 
railroads, Washington Navy Yard, and  
the Government Printing Office. 

In 1900, all residents were white and 90% 
were renting. Between 1910 and 1920 African-
American tenants and homeowners began moving 
to Duddington Place, and by 1930 the street was 
predominantly an African-American community 
of homeowners and renters—men working as 
laborers, porters, expressmen, tailors, salesmen, 
and the construction trades, and women working as 
laundresses and domestics. 

In the early 1960s, as people began to renovate 
Capitol Hill houses, a developer group bought 
30 houses on Duddington Place. They gutted the 
houses, keeping only the floors and walls, enlarged 
the entranceway, adding Colonial Revival elements 
on these Victorian houses such as swans neck 
pediments and shutters, six-over-six windows, 
and brick steps. Inside, on the first floor they put 
a kitchen in front, utility room and powder room 
with living room and dining rooms in the back 
near the garden, and upstairs, two bedrooms. 
Architect Donald Dreyer designed the houses. Today 
Duddington Place reflects Victorian and Colonial 
Revival design. The street is home to families who 
enjoy socializing on the benches lining the street. 
Duddington Place residents plan to join us to tell 
more about their street and its traditions. — BETH PURCELL 

This walking tour is free and open to everyone— 
a House & Garden Tour ticket is not needed.
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Capitol Hill Sport & Health 
315 G Street SE 

The spirit of recreation lives on at Capitol Hill 
Sport and Health, housed in the restored J.R. 
Giddings School. Giddings School was built in 
1887 as an eight-room schoolhouse and received 
a major expansion in 1934, in the Colonial 
Revival style, adding twelve classrooms and an 
auditorium. It served Capitol Hill students for 
more than 100 years before closing in 1996 due to 
fire code violations. 

The building is considered historically 
significant due to its role as the first all-
Black public school in Washington, D.C., and 
was named after prominent abolitionist 
Joshua R. Giddings, an Ohio Congressman 
who served from 1838–1858. 
In 2000, the city sold the school as part of a program 
to surplus government buildings. It reopened in 
September, 2001 as a 65,000-square-foot multi-
use fitness facility after a major renovation. Capitol 
Hill Sport and Health assumed management in 2016 
and offers a wide variety of fitness equipment and 
classes for children as well as adults. 

As part of the Capitol Hill House and Garden 
Tour, Sport and Health will be offering tours and a 
spring tune-up gift to house tour ticket holders.  
— JANET QUIGLEY
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FREE 1-DAY VISIT

*Must be 18 years or older and local resident. Limit one.

315 G St., SE  |  Washington, DC 20003  |  202.234.5678

Visit sportandhealth.com or bring this to the club near you  
for a free visit for you and a friend.

Check out our multi-million dollar renovation at Capitol Hill 
and you’ll find all the solutions to meet your fitness goals!

SPRINT INTO 
SPRING

Putting children at the center of their learning for 50 years

Come visit and learn about our:

300+ field education experiences each year

Engaging classrooms where academic, social, and  
emotional learning is challenging and playful

Focus on social justice and global competence

Interconnected curriculum, shaped by student interests

Passionate, professional teachers

Spring tours: April - June

210 S. Carolina Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20003  
admissions@chds.org  |  202-386-9920 |  www.chds.org

Capitol Hill Day School – where curious minds explore, engage, and connect
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506 A ST SE

ACTIVE · $3,750,000
An iconic Capitol Hill mansion is reborn! Over 6,500 square feet 
of exquisitely-designed living and entertaining space located  
on the Hill’s most desirable street just steps from the US Capitol  
complex. A truly grand residence suitable for large receptions  
and intimate gatherings. Eight bedrooms. Six bathrooms. 
Parking in rear. No detail overlooked.

330 A ST SE

UNDER CONTRACT · $2,050,000
Historic Gem in Prime Capitol Hill Location! Grand proportions  
and significant period detail intact. A rare side garden and 
in-ground pool offer tantalizing possibilities for indoor/outdoor 
entertaining. 1 car garage. Separate rental unit with CofO. Steps 
to the US Capitol complex, Supreme Court and Library Of  
Congress. First time on market in 40+ years and utterly unique!

garyandmichael.com

Some of our featured properties
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Shouldn’t you work with  
someone you’d come back to 
again and again? 
 
Over 95% of our business has 
been referrals or satisfied past  
clients who have returned to  
buy or sell again.   
 
Let our 75+ years of combined  
experience work for you in your 
next real estate transaction! 
 
www.pettietubbs.com 

 
Linda Pettie @ 202-741-1770  
Michael Tubbs @ 202-741-1786  
Mark Edwards @ 202-390-8083 
 

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
605 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE  
Washington, DC 20003 
Main Office: 202-547-3525 
 

 
 

Experience. Integrity. Enthusiasm. 

architecture / interior design / construction / remodeling

8401 CONNECTICUT AVE., SUITE 310      CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20815     240.395.0705      wentworthstudio.com

We’ve worked on 
the hill since 1986

DETAILS, DETAILS, 

DETAILS. . . 

We specialize 

in remodeling 

older homes to 

fit contemporary 

lifestyles. Because 

we offer architecture, 

interior design and 

construction under 

one roof, we are  

able to manage 

every detail of  

your project.

HD_2018Tour_halfpageAd_v1.indd   1 3/29/18   5:11 PM
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319 D Street SE 
Home of Richard McCulley and 
Robert Sweigart

House Captain: Heather Schoell, 
Berkshire Hathaway Home Services 
PenFed Realty

Richard, a transplanted historian from Austin, 
wanted to live on Capitol Hill and started to search 
for a home. He fell in love with the house at 319 D 
Street SE at first sight and purchased it in 1994. 
One of the main features that attracted him was 
the spacious back garden that the previous owner 
had landscaped and lovingly cultivated. When 
Richard and Robert looked for a place to live 
together, the garden was decisive. The house could 
be made to realize their vision, but the garden 
could not be replicated.

Several repairs were made to the property in 
the late 1800s and early 1900s by the owner James 
Woodward. In June of 1880 he requested permission 
to add a story on a back building with a tin roof. The 
building was most probably the summer kitchen. It 
is also where the current garden stands. 

The house had only minor improvements 
since 1968 when Bill and Ann Creager remodeled 
it. In 1970, the home was on the Capitol Hill 
Restoration Society House Tour and was featured in 
a Washington Post article. 

Had the Creagers not rescued it, the house 
(which was probably built around 1857) 
might have been demolished as were many 
antebellum frame houses on Capitol Hill.

Forty years later, another major renovation was 
in order. Robert designed the current interior on 
his laptop. Moving walls and eliminating doorways, 
the primary goal was to open up the house allowing 
the garden to retain its elevated status. “Bring the 
outside in and take the inside out” was the constant 
mantra during the renovation. Keeping the same 
footprint, the owners were unwilling to sacrifice 
a single square foot of the garden. The house was 
made “larger” by dramatically raising the height 

of the kitchen ceiling, installing large windows, 
using sunny garden colors, and eliminating a wall 
separating two small downstairs parlors. Space 
for the kitchen banquette and the upstairs master 
dressing room was made by eliminating a charming 
but unnecessary rear staircase. A downstairs 
lavatory was captured from the entry porch. Other 
space savings came from opening up the staircase, 
installing an energy-efficient tankless hot water 
heater, adding radiant floor heat, and abandoning 
the boiler and radiators for space-vac central air 
and heat. 

In addition to the patio, outdoor “rooms” 
were created by converting a tool shed into the 
garden room, constructing the upstairs pergola 
porch, reconfiguring the porch at the end of the 
entry promenade, and adding a sitting area near 
the entry landing facing the fountain in the front.

The house at 319 D Street SE is an excellent 
example of a lovingly restored pre-Civil War house. 
— NINA TRISTANI

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14



CHRS 61ST ANNUAL HOUSE & GARDEN TOUR 18

325 D Street SE
Home of Heather and James Liddell

House Captains: Brent Jackson and Rob 
Sanders, The Rob and Brent Group TTR, 
Sotheby’s International Realty

A coal-burning parlor stove…this unusual feature 
helped James and Heather Liddell fall in love with 
325 D Street SE in 2013, in spite of its falling plaster, 
water damage, and sorry state. Heather, a research 
scientist, and James, an attorney, had no children 
then. By the time they moved into their “dream 
house” in 2017, their daughter, Liana, was nearly 
two years old; Eliza arrived three months later.

The permitting process took about two years. 
Heather and James had the distinct advantage of 
long family dinners with their talented architect: 
James’s brother, Tim Liddell, of Liddell Projects 
LLC. The plans they devised with their award-
winning contractor, Lofft Construction, retained 
or replicated as many historic features as possible 
while creating a spacious, comfortable, and modern 
house for a growing family, along with a state-of-
the-art, ADA-compliant, basement apartment. 
The plans made the most of the location and the 
rare 25-foot-wide lot by nestling a family room 
into the 9-foot-wide space beside the kitchen and 
adding a roof deck, invisible from the street, with a 
magnificent view of the Washington Monument.

The house was built between 1852 and 1868, and 
pre-dates DC permits. It was previously occupied by 
seven families, two of whom were in residence for 
more than 50 years. An 1887 renovation added a front 
porch and a flat roof that was four feet higher than the 
gabled and shingled original. The contractor captured 
this renovation by stripping off 1960s formstone 
and veneer brick in favor of cedar clapboard and 
wooden columns and repairing the cornice.

On entering the house, you’ll be struck by 
the original hand-hewn ceiling beams and 
heart pine floors that were protected by 
layers of linoleum.

The double-sided wood-burning fireplace is in 
the location graced by the parlor stove. You won’t be 
surprised to learn that this item has been lovingly 
restored and is now a focal point of the second floor.

An Amish craftsperson made most of the 
furniture, a testament to James’s Amish neighbors 
while growing up in Lancaster, PA. You’ll see a 
photo of James and his brother on their farm, along 
with a few watercolors by Heather and posters 
James created: one was inspired by a famous writer 
and another by a famous book. (You can probably 
guess which ones...)

An ingeniously dual-purpose space with a gas 
fireplace greets you on the second floor. It appears 
to be an open sitting room and home office, but 
can be transformed in a flash into a private guest 
room by closing the curtains and bi-fold doors and 
pulling out the sofa.

The flooring—extra-wide, heart pine planks—
was salvaged from vestiges of the original roof. 
The Liddells preserved the roof’s outer beams and 
the outlines of its vaulting in the front bedroom—
fittingly, in the room where the No 3 Empire parlor 
stove now sits—a silent witness to all the changes 
made to 325 D Street SE over the past 150 years.  
— HILARY RUSSELL
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327 Fourth Street SE
Home of Ana and Jason Townsend

House Captains: Jason Townsend and 
Thomas Snow, Capital Community 
Properties

The house you see today is a product of hard and 
loving work by its current owners, Ana and Jason 
Townsend. When Jason and Ana first saw this 
house it was a termite-infested shell and had been 
unoccupied for several years. But the newly married 
Townsends saw potential in this neglected building 
that had been divided into three apartments, on a 
corner in a great location. They bought it in 2002 
and camped out on the main floor while doing quick 
renovations to the other apartments, with many a 
trip to Ikea and Home Depot. A year later, with their 
first child on the way, they started a four-wall gut 
renovation of the main floor. 

The flight of steps from the sidewalk to 
the entry remind a visitor of the original 
topography of this area before grading 
reduced the street level. 
As you enter the main floor of the house you step 
into an interior very much in character with its 19th 
century origin. Historic records show the house on an 
1857 real estate map. Its flat front, Italianate exterior 
with strong cornice line fits with the time line. 

Renovations involved stripping the interior 
down to bare walls, but Jason and Ana’s intent 
was to re-create interiors in the spirit, if not the 
letter, of historic restoration. That involved finding 
materials and objects sympathetic to the spirit of 
the house. Original heart pine floors were repaired 
with reclaimed planks sourced from old homes being 
demolished in Maryland. New cherry trim came 
from Smoot Lumber. New solid wood doors were 
custom made by Amish carpenters near Hagerstown, 
Maryland. The energy-efficient windows are maple; 
all disparate wood materials were stained to be 
in harmony. While interior finishes and trim are 
new, the ornate cast-plaster ceiling medallion was 
painstakingly preserved. These details suggest that 
this home was probably not a spec building but a 
large house for an affluent owner. 

The Townsends went treasure hunting for 
fixtures and furnishings in area antique stores, 
on eBay, and at liquidation sales in St Regis and 
Jefferson Hotels. They repurposed fireplace mantels 
and built fireplaces in original chimney locations. 
The house is now heated by cast iron radiators. 

The work was not limited to new finishes. 
This substantial renovation included subtle but 
important changes to the floor plan. The wall 
between living and dining rooms was removed and 
replaced with pilasters to accommodate the dining 
table, a family treasure. In the back, the kitchen 
was renovated, expanded and fitted with radiant 
floor heating. The rear brick wall and chimney were 
removed and replaced with double French doors 
opening it to the back garden. A one-floor addition 
discreetly tucked behind the kitchen is clad in 
reused brick. It accommodates bathroom, laundry, 
storage and mechanical equipment. 

The Townsends lived on the main level and kept 
the house as three apartments for seven years. When 
the family grew to include three children and Abuela, 
they made modest changes to the top floor and 
created a multi-generational five-bedroom house. 

Renovations were managed by Jason; creative 
spark came from Ana, and family members provided 
some labor. The summer of exterior paint stripping 
by Ana’s teenage brother and his friend is part of 
family lore. As the house lived through challenges 
so did the family. The handmade dining room 
table and chairs traveled with Ana’s family as they 
escaped war in El Salvador, settled in Guatemala, 
and then made the trip to Capitol Hill. The table 
remains the center of family life in this old house.  
— JOANNA KENDIG
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Steve Hagedorn
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

202-841-1380
shagedorn@cbmove.com

605 Pennsylvania Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20003

Capitol Hill Office
202-547-3525

Congratulations to 
CHRS for another 

great tour!

Need a place to live?

Have a place to rent?

Since 1981, 

Yarmouth Management

has been the source for 

all your residential rental 

and property management

needs on Capitol Hill.

Visit us at www.YarmouthM.com

Rent@YarmouthM.com

202-547-3511 

or 309 7

th

 Street SE

Washington, DC 20003

by Eastern Market

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY 

THE HILL’S ELECTRICIAN
Since 1990

www.wilcox-electric.com
202-546-1010

We have earned the Angie’s List
Super Service Award again in 2017.

11 Years in a Row!
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While Brent Elementary School was founded in 1883, 
the location has served as a place for education since 
1809. The first educational building on the site was 
the Washington Academy, which had a unique role in 
our nation’s history as one of the first public schools 
created as part of Jefferson’s Education Pledge. 

Thomas Jefferson believed that a public education 
was critical to the development of the newly created 
United States. The original schools had one room and 
one of the first was built where Brent Elementary 
now stands. While this plan was humble, Jefferson’s 
ultimate goal was for these schools to be the 
foundation of the nation’s first public school system.

Robert Brent, for whom the school was named, 
was the first mayor of Washington D.C. Brent’s 
mother was a member of the influential Carroll 
family, which included the last living signer of the 
Declaration of Independence. Brent’s uncle, John 
Carroll, was the founder of Georgetown University 
and the first appointed Catholic bishop and 
archbishop in the United States.

Denise Diggs, Administrative Officer of Brent 
Elementary, notes the school community has 
worked tirelessly to improve school grounds. Major 
improvements over the past four years have created 
a model learning environment for the children, 
teachers and parents. Specific improvements 
include: 18,000 square feet of new landscaping, 
outdoor classrooms, walkways, seating areas, play 
equipment, safety surfacing and the removal of 
1,300 square feet of asphalt and the installation of 
rain gardens in its place. — MICHELLE CARROLL

American Legion Hall 
Kenneth H. Nash Post 8
224 D Street SE
TOUR HEADQUARTERS

Our headquarters in the Event Hall at American 
Legion Post 8 will be open during tour hours both 
Saturday and Sunday. You may use the D Street 
entrance. In a change from the long tradition of 
having refreshments available only on Sunday 
afternoons, refreshments and bathrooms will 
be available on both days of the tour. Stronger 
refreshments will be available from a cash bar.

The charter for the American Legion Post 8 
was issued on July 2, 1922. The Kenneth H. Nash 
Post is named after a soldier who died of the flu 
at Fort Meade in 1918. He had been a member of 
the Masonic Lodge that sponsored Post 8. Meeting 
space varied over the following years until the 

present building was rented in 1947 and purchased 
in 1950. The building itself was constructed in 1890 
by Stewart and Brother to serve as a feed store.

Membership in the American Legion is open to 
all who have served in the armed forces, and Post 8 
is able to include spouses and direct descendants of 
veterans in the auxiliary and sons Units. For further 
information on Post 8, please visit the web site at:  
www.legiondc8.org. — MICHELLE CARROLL
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Brent Elementary School Garden
301 North Carolina Avenue SE
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ChuCk 
Burger
Working for you. Let’s talk!

See you on the Tour!

(202) 258-5316  cell
(202) 547-3525  office
cburger@cbmove.com
www.chuckburger.com

CUSTOM PORTRAITS 
of your dog, cat or home  
in watercolor, acrylic,  
pastel, charcoal or  
pen and ink.

PUPART

Contact Adrienne at:
pupartbyaw@gmail.com

The Best Weekday
Happy Hour on the Hill!  
Mondays to Fridays, 4 –7 pm

TUNNICLIFF’S TAVERN
222 7th Street SE  • (202) 544-5680

Preventive, Cosmetic & Restorative
Dentistry • Children’s Dentistry • Periodontics

Tyler J. Jacques D.M.D. 
(202) 543-0700
335 C Street, SE  WDC 20003 
www.CapitolFamilyDentistry.com
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310 Fourth Street SE
Home of Carrie Bean Stute 
and David Stute

House Captain: Chuck Burger, 
Coldwell Banker

David Stute and Carrie Bean Stute, owners of 310 
Fourth Street SE, were asked what attracted them to 
this Capitol Hill row house. Their answers: its grand 
original features neglected for many years, its deep 
back garden, and that they could actually afford it!

A full-scale renovation, in three phases, began 
in 2015 “about three hours after closing” due to a 
gas leak. That year the basement apartment also 
was renovated as the Stutes settled into the upstairs, 
which had last seen notable improvements in 1958. 
The Stutes designed all changes themselves with 
advice from family and friends, as well as countless 
hours perusing townhouse literature and long walks 
through the neighborhood.

The following year, 2016, the brick façade was 
repointed, and the cornice, iron staircase, and Fourth 
Street-facing original wood windows restored. For 
this task, Mr. Stute commissioned his dad who used 
his vacation time to fly over from Germany with two 
suitcases full of woodworking tools to restore the 
front windows and door. The windows’ cedar frames 
and original glass were in sufficiently good condition 
to restore and decades of woodworking experience 
paid off: the last window was hung the day Mr. 
Stute’s dad boarded his plane back home. Restoring 
the windows and adding interior secondary wood 
windows for sound and thermal insulation, a 
European custom, avoided any alteration of the 
“eyes” of the house.

Then, in 2017, the Stutes added a three-story, 23-
foot addition. All mechanical and electrical systems 
were rebuilt; the bathrooms and kitchen were redone; 
and a music studio was added on the basement level 
for Mrs. Stute, a cellist. To blend in with the brick back 
exteriors of the neighbors’ houses, Mr. Stute sourced 
cedar from Michigan and combined it with copper 
roofing. While Mr. Stute assumed the role of general 
contractor, Rody Mendez, Ebenezer Remodeling, and 
plumber Marvin Sagastume turned David and Carrie’s 
vision into reality. Gerson Amaya of Bricklands, 
who had masterfully repointed the façade in 2016, 
excavated the space for the music studio and built a 
solid foundation for the addition.

As you climb the iron staircase, be sure to look 
at the stained-glass window above the yellow front 
door. The Palladian-windowed entry door from the 
1890s came from a house in Wilmington, Ohio. The 
faux marble mantle in the living room came from a 
late 18th-century Baltimore townhouse.

Given the traditional features of the house (deep 
door trims and baseboards, turn-of-the-century 
American Radiator Company Rococo-style radiators), 
the addition of the whimsical chandeliers in the living 
room and kitchen adds a modern pop to the main 
floor. Where not original, interior doors, trim, and 
baseboards are exact replicas. The flooring on the 
main level is heart pine as was the original flooring; a 
matte finish was used to add contrast to the historic 
heart pine left in the staircase and the upstairs 
front rooms. Throughout the house, when practical, 
doors were turned into space-saving pocket doors. 

The upstairs study has two notable features—
the exposed “king beam” and the working, original 
transoms. The guestroom features a handcrafted bed 
by Mr. Stute’s father. The master bedroom at the back 
of the house has a wall of windows overlooking the 
beautifully designed back garden with a path built of 
original brick recycled from the rear exterior wall.

While the repointed façade with original mortar 
colors, an antique entry door, original windows with 
contrasting color choices for sashes and frames 
should make the house look much as it would have 
in 1889 when it was built, the rear of the building, 
with its window walls and clean lines, is a modern 
take on the historic townhouse concept. — SUSAN ANTOS
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123 Sixth Street SE 
Home of Vesper Mei and  
Mark Bellermann

House Captains: Phil Guire,  
Jeanne Harrison & Meg Shapiro, 
Compass Real Estate

The first residents of 123 Sixth Street 
SE were pioneers of a sort, as their house 
may have been the first one built along 
Sixth Street between East Capitol Street 
and Independence Avenue (then B Street), 
according to the 1857 Boschke map which 
shows one house in those four squares. 
This house also displays the hallmarks of early 
Capitol Hill workers’ houses built before the Civil 
War: a side gable roof, modest size and frame 
construction. Vacant parcels such as those along 
Sixth Street might have been used for tobacco or 
other crops or perhaps left as a wood lot.

Vesper Mei and Mark Bellermann live in this 
historic house with their daughter and their dog. 
When the owners first saw the house in 2002, it 
was detached, small and charming, and they knew 
that it held great promise under its asbestos siding. 
The house was 1,367 square feet, with stairs facing 
the front door, and three bedrooms upstairs. In 
2016, the owners worked with Capitol Hill architect 
Steve Lawlor and Impact Construction on a major 
renovation: gutting and modernizing the interior, 
excavating the basement, adding a rear and side 
addition, and relocating the stairs. In the living and 
dining rooms, the three sides are original to the 
house. Moving the stairs out of the living room to 
a location further back in the house increased the 
room’s size and enhanced the space. 

The plans originally called for an L-shaped 
kitchen, but it turned out that this layout did not 
provide sufficient storage space. The owners chose 
instead a U-shaped kitchen, gained ample storage, 
and enough space for four people to work in the 

kitchen at the same time. Soapstone countertops and 
marble tile set the color scheme. The owners selected 
a professional grade BlueStar gas range and oven; it’s 
100% manual—no electric clocks or timers. In the 
dining room the wallpaper is Tulip Cerise by Cole & 
Son. Removing a shed and garage added space to the 
secluded and private rear garden. — BETH PURCELL
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The CHRS 2017 House and Garden Tour featured the area around the grand 
East Capitol Street. Participants enjoyed visiting a selection of signature 
Capitol Hill homes from the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
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Make us a stop  
on the tour!

eastern Market hours
Tuesday to Friday: 7am–7pm

Saturday: 7am–6pm
Sunday: 9am–5pm

Monday: Closed

Fresh tuesdays Farmers Market 
1–7pm

Weekend outdoor Market  
open Year round!

easternmarket-dc.org
© images by lucas

Residential | Commercial 
Historical & Architectural 

 Structure Specialist

Free Estimates 
 Insured ◆ References

MD: 410-867-1690
DC: 202-965-1600 

MHIC 8127 DC LIC 9115 
www.jfmeyer.com

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC.



You’re one of a 
kind. Shouldn’t 
your agent be 
too?

Maria D. Strylowski, Realtor

•	 I’ve	lived	and	worked	on	the	
Capitol	Hill	for	over	30	years.

•	 I	tailor	my	business	to	meet		
each	client’s	needs.

•	 I	work	with	buyers	and	sellers		
until	each	transaction	is	complete.

Call me for details and references.

Preserving the rich 
history of Capitol Hill 

since 1987. 

 

202-544-2135 
techpainting.com 

 
THOMAS JENKINS AND COMPANY 

 
 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

AND BUSINESS CONSULTANTS 
 
 

THOMAS G. JENKINS, JR., CPA 
PRINCIPAL 

 
 

316 Pennsylvania Ave., SE 
Suite 402 

Washington, DC  20003 
 
 

(202) 547-9004 
Facsimile (301) 702-1263 
TJENKINS@TJCOCPA.com 

www.TJCOCPA.com 
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518 Sixth Street SE
Home of Gary Jankowski

House Captains: Gary Jankowski 
and Michael Schaeffer,  
Coldwell Banker

From the outside, 518 Sixth Street SE looks like 
many of the other two-story brick rowhouses in the 
neighborhood. But once inside, you are immediately 
struck by the amount of space in the foyer. The 
interior of the house is much larger than it appears 
from the façade. Looking along the gallery that runs 
through the center of the house, you can see to the 
very spacious great room at the back and past that 
out to the rear courtyard. The foyer features classic 
limestone floor tiles set on the diagonal, while the 
floors throughout the rest of the main floor are white 
oak arranged in a herringbone pattern. To the left 
is a wide switchback stairway with a handrail that 
features iron spindles. A large 18th century mirror 
covers most of the wall on the landing, which is full 
of natural light from the skylight above it. (Please 
note that only the ground floor is open to the public).

Everything that you see is the result of a 
2016–17 renovation. The house was originally built 
around 1874 according to a real estate atlas. It was 
bought and renovated in the late 1980s by local real 
estate agent Hugh Kelly, who was a mentor to one 
of the current owners. In addition to his interior 
renovations, Kelly also widened the house at the 
rear, which closed off part of the side alley and 
created a party wall on the northeast side. 

The current owners, Gary Jankowski and Michael 
Schaeffer, bought the house in 2011 with the intention 
of doing a serious makeover, which finally began in 
2016. Their architect, Christian Zapatka, reimagined 
the entire building in the style of a Parisian 
townhouse. It was substantially enlarged by adding a 
third floor, which is set back so that it is barely seen 
from the street. Overall, the new layout emphasizes 
space and light. And comfort—there is radiant-floor 
heating on all floors, the walls have state-of-the-art 
insulation, and the house is cooled by Space Pak (air 
is blown at high velocity through a system of pipes). 
You can see the holes where the air comes out at the 
top of the west wall in the great room.

Midway through the house the gallery opens up 
to the left and you enter a stunning modern kitchen. 

The sleek cabinetry, made in Italy by Snaidero, 
appears to recede into the walls, increasing the sense 
of space. Pride of place is given to the La Cornue 
stove, a brilliant example of the art of industrial 
design. By installing a metal frame window with rain 
glass on the alley side, the owners introduced a bit of 
natural light into what had been a windowless area. 

Past the kitchen, the gallery opens onto the great 
room. Inspired by French and Italian architecture, it 
is filled with light from three sets of nine-foot-tall 
French doors which overlook a classically inspired 
courtyard. On the left side is a large working fireplace 
with a gas insert that is surrounded by a custom 
hand-cut limestone mantle. The fireplace itself is 
lined with a yellow brick veneer that mirrors the 
herringbone pattern of the floor. At the time of 
writing this, the owners had not completely furnished 
this space. It promises to be lovely, and House Tour 
visitors will be able to see what they do with it.

Walk through the glass door out to the rear 
courtyard, where four young linden trees will 
soon grow to provide shade. Oehme, van Sweden 
(OvS), landscape architects, designed the courtyard 
hardscape and plantings. The focal point of the 
garden is the columned loggia that serves as 
a backdrop to the courtyard. In the center is a 
charming ceramic mural, brought back from a trip 
to Portugal; the louvered doors were made in New 
Orleans from reused cypress wood. Beyond the loggia 
is a brick-paved and -walled patio that serves as 
both an outdoor entertainment space and a two-car 
parking space. Please exit through the custom barn-
style doors to the rear alley. — SUSAN BURGERMAN
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647 South Carolina Avenue SE
Home of Tonya Fulkerson 
and Greg Selfridge

House Captains: Ann and  
Mike Grace, Capitol Hill Village

The beautiful house with a wrap-around 
porch located at 647 South Carolina Avenue 
SE has a wonderful and storied history that 
begins in roughly 1911. 
According to a detailed house history compiled in 
2011 by Margaret and Ed Missiaen, owners of the 
house from 1980 until 2015, prior to 1911 “[t]he 
south side [of the street] was lined with a row of 
residences, both brick and frame…. There were two 
lots, each occupied by a modest frame house, where 
647 stands today.”

The house history continues that in March 1911, 
Henry Emrich, a real estate dealer, bought both 
lots and combined them into one lot. Later that 
year Emrich secured a building permit to construct 
a house, valued at $5,000, and a garage, valued 
at $300, on the newly combined and cleared lot. 
Emrich contracted with A.H. Beers to design the 
house and with R.C. Hess to construct it. Beers, a 
well-known architect of the era, designed many 
other homes on Capitol Hill and throughout the city, 
and Hess had built homes across South Carolina 
Avenue in 1907 and 1909.

The current owners, Tonya Fulkerson and Greg 
Selfridge, live in the house with their two children. 
Selfridge states that he was initially attracted to the 
house by its distinctive front porch that he enjoys 
immensely. 

Prior to moving in, Selfridge, a real estate 
developer, and Fulkerson, a political fundraiser, 
engaged Marta Pilla of Design Cadence to design a 
two-story rear addition and interior renovation that 
would allow the family to enlarge and update the 
home while preserving and highlighting the original 
architectural details. Greg and Tonya preserved many 
of the 1911 elements including the tin ceiling in the 
living room, original molding, doors and windows, 
three fireplace mantels (one fireplace is operational) 

with cast iron summer covers, ornate radiators, the 
pocket door between the living room and the dining 
room, the staircase and railings, mosaic floor and 
wall tile in the front vestibule (note the original light 
fixture above) and the heart pine floors. Similar 
attention to detail was paid to the rear addition, 
as the new column and overhang roof mimics the 
design of similar elements of the front porch. 

This renovation was truly a family affair as 
Greg oversaw the construction and renovation work 
while Tonya brought her unique sense of style and 
the influence of her home town of New Orleans 
to the interior design. She personally selected the 
distinctive wallpapers and light fixtures that adorn 
the home. Her sense of style carries throughout with 
the handcrafted fireclay tile found on the fireplace 
surrounds and alternating mantel colors.

Inside the house visitors will note that the 
house has been updated to reflect the current 
lifestyle of a busy family: an island kitchen that 
provides ample space for eating; a built-in wine 
holder; and the original garage that has been 
converted into a rec room (not open on the tour) 
while retaining the original garage doors. 

As you walk through the house, imagine 
yourself walking through a home built in 1911. 
Note the attention to detail on the renovation and 
appreciate the beauty. — KELLY VIELMO
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Southeast Public  
Library Garden
403 Seventh Street SE
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Opened December 8, 1922, the Southeast 
Public Library was the second neighborhood 
library to be erected by the District of 
Columbia’s public library system. 
Funding for the library was provided by the 
Carnegie Corporation. The facility is one of few 
remaining Carnegie libraries in the city. 

On May 6, 2006 the Southeast Library broke 
ground for the surrounding gardens. The project 
was initiated by Brownie Troop 5083 with the help 
of Mark Holler of Ginkgo Gardens, Neal Gregory of 
The Friends of Southeast Library, Joyce West, Larissa 
Fain, Rebecca Dye and community support. Brownie 
Troop 5083 adopted the Southeast Library Garden 
as a Community Service Project in 2006 and were 
actively involved in the periodic cleaning up of the 
grounds. Mark Holler, of Ginkgo Gardens, and crew, 
as well as The Friends of Southeast Library have 
continued to maintain the beautiful grounds since its 
completion. — MICHELLE CARROLL

Garden Design, Maintenance, 
and Consultations. Contact us 
for more information.

Trees, shrubs, perennials, 
pottery, houseplants, seeds, 
soils, mulch, stones, plant 
care products, gifts, and 
much more.

Conveniently located 
on Capitol Hill 

911 11th Street SE 
Washington DC 20003 

202.543.5172

Mon–Fri: 8–7
Sat: 8–6
Sun: 9–5

DC’s Best Urban Garden Center

ginkgogardens.com
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3- or 4-digit CVV: Expiration Date:
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Authorized Signature:

JOIN CHRS
We are a volunteer-driven organization and 
can’t succeed in our mission without the help 
of our friends and neighbors. 
 “Capitol Hill is a special place. We promote, 
preserve, and enhance the character of our 
historic neighborhoods”—that’s our motto. CHRS 
consistently maintains a watchful eye when it 
comes to historic preservation, zoning, large scale 
urban planning, traffic patterns, and environmental 
concerns. Please consider becoming a member and 
lend your voice to preserving the historic character 
of the Hill and the value of your home.

MEMBER INFORMATION

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone: E-mail:

Membership Type:   New Member	   Renewal	   Gift Membership	   Donation only

Membership Level:   Individual $35	   Household/Dual $55	   Friend of CHRS $75
  Bronze $120	   Silver $250		    Platinum $1,000 $

Annual Fund 
Contribution:

I/We would like to make an additional tax-deductible donation to help CHRS 
continue to preserve and protect the historic fabric of our neighborhood. + $

TOTAL $

Checks should be made 
payable to: CHRS, Inc.

Pay by check

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
All members receive 10 issues/year of our newsletter, 
CHRS News, containing in-depth coverage of issues 
important to Capitol Hill residents; a set of historic 
Guidelines; and the opportunity to buy discounted 
tickets for the House & Garden Tour.

Members supporting at $250+ receive all of the 
benefits above, plus recognition in the newsletter, 
and two tickets to the House & Garden Tour. 

Members supporting at $500+ receive all of the 
benefits above, plus two additional tickets (4 total) 
to the House & Garden Tour. 

Members supporting at $1000+ receive all of the 
benefits above, plus four additional tickets (8 total) 
to the House & Garden Tour. 

The tax-deductible portion of your donation is your membership fee 
minus value of benefits you receive, unless you waive such benefits.

Join on-line at chrs.org, or  
complete this form and mail to: 

CHRS • 420 10th Street SE 
Washington, DC 20003 

PAYMENT INFORMATION



We build Capitol Hill history, one home at a time. The Hill is close to Metro, 
monuments, museums, malls, mausoleums, menus, merriment, and much, much more! 

Whether you’re buying or selling your home, The Smith Team has the knowledge,  
experience, and will to help you with your real estate needs—contact us today! 

To HILL with the suburbs— 
we’ve found the house for you here!

John Smith 
(202) 262-6037 
Licensed in
DC, MD & VA

Peter Grimm 
(202) 270-6368 
Peter Davis 
(301) 332-1634

Aaron Smith 
(202) 498-6794
Kristine Jones
(202) 415-4716

jsmithteam@gmail.com | (202) 608-1887

Eastern Market 
705 North Carolina Ave. SE 
Washington, DC 20003 
(202) 608-1882 x111-107

TheSmithTeam.DC

@OneHillofaAgent

the_smith_team

thesmithteambhhspenfedrealty



#1 TTR SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY 
CAPITOL HILL GROUP

THE ROB AND BRENT GROUP

robandbrentgroup

SHOWCASING THE FINEST HOMES 
TO THE GLOBAL ELITE

1515 14th Street NW 
Washington, DC 20005

+1 202 234 3344

Rob Sanders
+1 202 744 6463  
rsanders@ttrsir.com
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Brent Jackson
+1 202 263 9200    
bjackson@ttrsir.com

EVERY HOME HAS A STORY. LET US TELL YOURS.




