
�ĆĕĎęĔđ��Ďđđ��ĆĘęǣ����ĎĘęĔėĎĈ��ĔēęĊĝę
�Ćėę���Ǧ	ĎēĉĎēČĘ



1

Based on the findings from the historic context of Capitol Hill 
East, EHT Traceries makes the following recommendations:

 1. Prepare an amendment to the Capitol Hill Historic District to   
      expand its geographic area 

 2. Prepare a DC Inventory of Historic Places Application and National                                                                                         
----Register Nomination for a Capitol Hill East Historic District 

 3. Prepare Multiple Property Documentation for Rosedale and    
      Isherwood

 4. Prepare Multiple Property Documentation for Corner Stores

 5. Prepare Multiple Property Documentation for Wood-Frame   
      Buildings

  6. Perform a Reconnaissance Survey for the rest of the Kingman Park  
     neighborhood 

1. Expansion of the Capitol Hill Historic District

The existing Capitol Hill Historic District is significant as one of the oldest and 
most architecturally diverse areas of the nation’s capital. The buildings reflect 
the social diversity and economic growth of Capitol Hill to house the political 
elite, government clerks, and Navy Yard wage earners. It has notable institutional 
buildings, elaborate residences in various popular nineteenth-century styles, 
extensive rows of late-nineteenth-century middle-class housing, and modest 
wood-frame and brick dwellings once occupied by working-class laborers 
and laundresses. The existing boundaries and period of significance captures 
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approximately 8,000 contributing buildings within a period of significance 
extending from 1791 to 1945. The original 1976 boundaries of the historic district 
were roughly defined by F Street, N.E. to the north, 11th and 12th streets, N.E. 
and 13th and 14th streets, S.E. to the east, the Southeast-Southwest Freeway to 
the south, and the grounds of the U.S. Capitol to the west. The 2003 expansion 
covered the area south of the freeway to M Street, S.E., between 7th and 10th 
streets. 

The F Street boundary for the northern edge of the Capitol Hill Historic District 
fails to acknowledge the importance of H Street, N.E., the theoretical and physical 
northern border of Capitol Hill, as it developed in the mid- to late nineteenth 
century. The H Street corridor has been recognized as a major commercial 
corridor and important transportation route, serving the larger Capitol Hill area 
as well as the neighborhoods to the north; however, contemporaneous residential 
development on the squares to the immediate south of H Street, N.E. were not 
included in the Capitol Hill Historic District. Although historically related to the 
commercial H Street corridor; these residences, corner stores, and schools share 
a history with the rest of Capitol Hill, both through their owners, who had similar 
backgrounds, jobs, and lifestyles, and their architecture, which was developed 
to the designs of the same architects, reflecting the identical materials and 
architectural styles as those within the Capitol Hill Historic District. Therefore, 
these late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century row houses, apartment 
buildings, corner stores, and schools between F Street and H Street seamlessly 
reflect the development, growth, and, thus, the significance of the Capitol Hill 
Historic District. 

Therefore, EHT Traceries recommends an amendment to the Capitol Hill Historic 
District to expand the district to highlight the significant historic connection 
between the Navy Yard to the south and residential Capitol Hill to the north.  
The recommended amendment would expand the boundary to the north from 
the south side of F Street, N.E. to the north side of G Street, N.E.1  This expansion 
would include those properties on the north side of F Street, N.E. and those on 
both sides of G Street, N.E., as well as those properties on the numbered streets 
within the east and west boundaries, from approximately 2nd Street to 15th 
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Street-with the precise east and west borders of the expansion area ultimately 
dictated by an integrity assessment at the time of the boundary expansion.2  The 
new boundary should intersect with the existing Capitol Hill Historic District 
at 14th Street. Please note that Square 912 (now joined with 934 as the result of 
the closure of 9th Street between G and H streets) has non-historic construction, 
including a mid-rise apartment building and row houses, and could be excluded 
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Figure 2: Rowhouses in proposed Capitol Hill Historic 
District expansion on F Street, N.E., looking Northwest. 
(EHT Traceries 2012)

Figure 1: Rowhouses in proposed Capitol Hill Historic 
District expansion on 17th Street, S.E., looking 
Northwest (EHT Traceries 2012)
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