
Welcome & Introduction to the  
2017 Dick Wolf Lecture 

Monte Edwards, Chair 

Prize-winning Presentation 
John Hillegass, Georgetown University 

John Hillegass’s lecture will focus on the planning and historic context behind dismantling the 
Washington DC streetcar system in favor of buses, between 1956 and 1962.  John examines 

indicators of reliability, speed and affordability and concludes the replacement transit system 
today is equal to or worse than the transit system of 1946 and that today’s planners should 

proceed with caution. Following his lecture, a panel of special guests from the fields of 
Transportation and Planning will discuss the major points of his lecture. 

Panel Discussion 
Andrew Trueblood, the new Director of DC’s Office of Planning and a resident of Ward 

6. Previously he was the Chief of Staff at DC’s Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and 
Economic Development (DMPED). 

John DeFerrari, author of the blog Streets Of Washington. DeFerrari has recently published a 

book: Capital Streetcars: Early Mass Transit in Washington, DC. He is also a trustee of the 
DC Preservation League. 

Uwe Brandes, Associate Professor of the Practice and the Faculty Director of the masters 
program in Urban and Regional Planning at Georgetown University. He also serves as the Faculty 

Director of the university-wide Georgetown Global Cities Initiative. 

Presentation of the Dick Wolf Prize 
Janet Quigley, First Vice President of the Capitol Hill Restoration Society 

Champagne Reception to follow 

John Hillegass is pursuing his Master's in 
Urban and Regional Planning at Georgetown 
University. John studied International Studies at 
Boston College. John spent two years living in 
South America (2006 in Brazil, 2010 in Brazil & 
Argentina) where he gained a deep respect for the 
importance of learning from other cultures. John 
moved to Washington, DC in 2014 working as an 
intern on Capitol Hill, then as a Member 
Relations Manager at the Common Application, 
before joining Ward 1 Councilmember Nadeau's 
team as a Constituent Services Coordinator. John's 
interests include equitable development, housing, 
transportation, and the environment. John is 
currently the president of his community 
organization, The Friends of the Park at LeDroit.

Dick Wolf (1933-2012) was one of the District’s most 
ardent and effective visionaries. He worked tirelessly 
and effectively on community planning (including the 
Comprehensive Plan), historic preservation, and 
sound neighborhood development. He served as 
CHRS President for many years, and also served on 
the Committee of 100 of the Federal City. His vision 
for the District was of a world-class city that houses 
both the nation’s great institutions as well as families 
with young children; balances its appetite for massive 
growth with preservation of the character of its 
irreplaceable historic residential neighborhoods; and 
integrates sound, sustained city planning principles, 
practices and administrative processes into all the 
city’s business. 



DICK WOLF MEMORIAL LECTURE COMMITTEE 
Monte Edwards—Chair and Chair of City Planning Committee 

Elizabeth Nelson—President of CHRS  
Janet Quigley—First Vice President of CHRS 

Tina May—Second Vice President 
Lisa Dale Jones—Past President of CHRS 

Stephen Hansen—Guest Reviewer and Chair of the Committee of 100 
Beth Purcell—Chair of Historic Preservation Committee 

Susan Burgerman—Chair of Membership Committee 
Muriel Wolf—Member of Evaluation and Selection Committee 
Jeff Fletcher—Member of Evaluation and Selection Committee 

Event Committee 
Michelle Carroll 

Elizabeth Nelson  |  Gary Peterson  | Nancy Broers 
Janet Quigley  |  Chuck Burger  |  Tina May  |  Jill Uvena  |  Nina Tristani 

The Dick Wolf Memorial Lecture is an annual event sponsored by the Capitol Hill Restoration 

Society (CHRS) to showcase excellence in research and writing on urban planning and historic 

preservation in the District of Columbia by a student or intern. The winner presents a lecture 

on his or her research and receives a $1,000 prize.  

If you wish to make a donation, please contact CHRS directly at info@CHRS.org or 

202.543.0245, www.CHRS.org.  

CHRS thanks Sheila Walter, MS, Realtor,, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage, for her contribution to this event 
M 202.203.8180   |  sheila.walter@cbmove.com  |  O 202.547.3525 

5th ANNUAL  
DICK WOLF MEMORIAL LECTURE  

DISMANTLING THE STREETCAR SYSTEM:   
WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED? 

Presented by the Capitol Hill Restoration Society 

JOHN HILLEGASS, OF GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY, IS THE WINNER OF THE  
2019 DICK WOLF MEMORIAL LECTURE PRIZE 

The Hill Center  |  921 Pennsylvania Ave SE 
Friday  |  March 29th  |  7:00 pm 

Free & Open To The Public   |   Champagne Reception To Follow 
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