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CHRS’s 11th Street
Bridges Lawsuit:
Questions and Answers
by Dick Wolf

QUESTION:

Why did CHRS file this suit
against District and Federal
transportation agencies?
ANSWER:
CHRS believes the plan to
construct new 11th Street Bridges
will have adverse impacts on
Capitol Hill that have not been
sufficiently taken into
consideration by the transportation
agencies. In addition, CHRS
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believes that the
agencies have not
adequately complied
with federal
requirements which
require them to take
those effects into
account. CHRS filed
the suit in hopes that
the DC Department
of Transportation
(DDOT) would be
required to fully
consider and address
community concerns
about how the
bridge construction
project could affect
nearby
neighborhoods.

11th Street Bridges Environmental Impact Area

QUESTION:

What are the adverse effects
CHRS is concerned about?
ANSWER:
1) Increased traffic on Hill Streets.
CHRS has asked DDOT
repeatedly to analyze traffic
increases from the expansion
project on a wider range of
commuter streets in Ward 6,

such as 4th, 6th and 8th Streets,
SE, but to no avail. With almost
50,000 more vehicles per day
using the expanded 11th Street
Bridges, it is likely that much
more traffic will exit onto the
Hill. DDOT analysis shows
nearly 5,000 more vehicles per
day on 11th Street, SE, alone, the
only local arterial DDOT
analyzed west of Hill East.

Continued on page 6

President’s Column: CHRS and Transportation Issues
by Dick Wolf

lmost since the beginning of
CHRS as a civic association,
transportation problems,
specifically commuter traffic and
highway building, have been some
of the biggest barriers in our efforts
to build a viable walkable
community.
The Hill is laced with
commuter routes on local streets: C
Street, NE; Maryland Avenue, NE;
Constitution Avenue, NE; North
Carolina Avenue, SE; 11th Street,
SE; 8th Street, SE and NE; 6th
Street, SE and NE; 4th Street, SE
and NE. In addition, we have two
major routes – Pennsylvania
Avenue, SE, and the notorious 395
which splits the Hill into two parts.
There is virtually no
neighborhood in the city so
cluttered with commuter routes
and no neighborhood which has so
assiduously sought solutions to
this community destroying-effect.
CHRS’ current suit challenging
various aspects of the 11th Street
Bridges Proposal is a continuation
of our 50-year fight to gain some
control and rationalization of our
traffic problems.
In the late 1950s and early
1960s, Peter Glickert and Ruth
Lyons – two of my late neighbors
on Philadelphia Row (the 100 block
of 11th Street, SE) – were joined by
CHRS and fought off a proposal to
build the East Leg of the Inner
Loop freeway system between 11th
and 10th Streets SE and NE.
After the successful fight
against this alignment, the freeway
was moved and mapped to run up
the east side of the Anacostia River.
Finally, it was totally dropped as a
highway project and its funds used

A
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to build-up the Metro station
accessing the Verizon Center.
For his long battle against this
highway, Peter was awarded the
Evening Star Citizen of the Year
award in 1963.
In the late 1970s during the
early years of Home Rule, CHRS
organized the Parkin Coalition of
citizen organizations to support the
effort to bring residential permit
parking to DC; another means of
limiting the Hill as a parking lot for
commuters. Working with the late
Doug Schneider, Director of DDOT
(one of the staunchest opponents
ever of the domination of cars in
DC), and pro bono counsel, we
achieved an enormous victory in
this undertaking when a US
Supreme Court decision upheld
residential permit parking as
constitutional and within the
“police powers” of local
jurisdictions.
This did not happen without
considerable organizational work,
hearings before the Council,
overturning a negative
Corporation Counsel legal opinion,
two local court hearings and finally
the briefs for the Supreme Court.
CHRS was there every step of the
way.
Later, we were unsuccessful in
our attempt to drain commuter
traffic off Pennsylvania Avenue, SE,
through the Barney Circle project.
That would have involved moving
traffic off 395 and Pennsylvania
Avenue onto a bridge which would
have paralleled the railroad bridge.
It would have provided access to
295 (the Anacostia Freeway) in a
manner which would have allowed
both north/south movement onto

that road. It failed before the
Council because of possible
adverse effects on Congressional
Cemetery and the argument that it
would induce more traffic. The
latter argument should sound
familiar as one of the issues that is
part of our suit.
Finally, despite our best efforts
to induce planning into the 11th
Street bridges project – CHRS
procured its own traffic
engineering studies, appeared in
numerous hearings before the
Council, and gave our best efforts
to introduce rational discussion
into the deliberations of this project
– we have been reduced to filing
the law suit. Read more about that
subject on the first page of the
News.
No one who knows the history
of CHRS efforts over the years to
protect the Hill from unwanted
and potentially destructive
highway “solutions” to our traffic
problems should be surprised. We
mean what we say and we are
willing to make all efforts short of
lawsuits to get heard. But when
that fails this is what we have to
do.
Our efforts in community
building have not gone
unrecognized. We can cite
acknowledgement from the
National Trust for Historic
Preservation and, recently, by the
American Planning Association.
Too bad our local government
has been tone deaf on what we are
saying about the bridges. We are
still hoping for reasoned discussion.
Let’s continue to hope. ✯
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Save the Date

Capitol Hill Restoration Society’s
52nd Annual House and Garden
Tour Set for May 9 and 10
by Roberta Gutman

ow that spring is here – finally! – thoughts of many Capitol Hill
residents turn to the House and Garden Tour. This annual event draws
local residents and visitors from all over the region to stroll our charming
streets, tour several of our wonderful homes, and partake in the generosity
of merchants and others who have been instrumental in promoting the
vitality of our unique neighborhood. It is an event not to be missed.
The theme of this year’s tour is “Historic Homes: Contemporary
Lives” and focuses on the many ways Hill families have melded modern
living with their vintage homes. Most of this year’s homes are in the
revitalized Barracks Row neighborhood on 8th Street, SE.
The weekend kicks off with a twilight tour on Saturday, May 9, from 4
to 8 pm, and continues on Sunday from 11 am to 5 pm. Along with more
than a dozen beautifully restored homes, other highlights include the
Marine Commandant’s home at 8th and G Streets, SE, (open only on
Saturday) and the old City Bank building across G Street, now the office of
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Larry Janezich, David Holmes, Jane
Ruyle, Editors
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To contact any of the above, please
contact the Society offices by calling
202-543-0425 or sending email to
CapHRS@aol.com.
www.chrs.org

Celebrating more than 50 years helping
to preserve and protect Capitol Hill’s
residential character, the Society is now
the largest civic association on Capitol
Hill, and one of the largest in the entire
District of Columbia. From the beginning,
the Society has played a key role
in maintaining the diverse, residential
character of our neighborhood. With
your participation we will continue to do
so for many years to come.
Start or Renew a CHRS Membership
✯ On the web at www.CHRS.org
✯ Call 202-543-0425 and choose option 2
✯ Pick up a form at one of our meetings
Starting at just $25 per year for a single
membership, it’s a great deal.

528 4th Street, SE
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NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2009 CHRS BOARD
The Nominating Committee will post the names of the nominees
for the 2009 CHRS Board on the website (chrs.org) in late April with ballots
placed in the mail in early May.
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CHRS’s 52nd Annual House and Garden Tour
continued from page 1

landscape architects Oehm, van
Sweden and Associates. The
Capitol Hill Garden Club has
assisted in a selection of gardens
for the Tour.
Tour goers are sure to be
inspired by the homes’ imaginative
furnishings, eclectic art collections,
reconfigured indoor spaces, and
beautifully
landscaped
gardens. The
variety and
eclecticism of
Capitol Hill homes
and its residents
ensures that this
tour, like the
previous 51, will be
full of wonderful
surprises.
Tour tickets are
$25 in advance ($20
for CHRS
members) and $30
the weekend of the
tour. They can be
purchased online at
www.chrs.org and at
selected venues
around the Hill (see
the CHRS website).
CHRS members

will receive their invitation
to purchase discounted
tickets very soon.
For more information,
please contact Aileen
Moffatt acmoffatt@
hotmail.com or Paul
Cromwell paulcromwell@
verizon.net. ✯

500 4th Street, SE

644 South Carolina Avenue, SE
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House Tour Docents

he 2009 House and Garden Tour will feature more houses than
ever before. We need docents on Saturday, May 9, from 4:00 – 8:00
pm and on Sunday, May 10, from 11:00 am – 5:00 pm. Docents, who
work in two to four hour intervals, are stationed throughout the
houses to direct guests. We also need help with ticket sales at Eastern
Market during the three weekends before the tour. If you would like
to help with this year’s tour, please contact Catherine Smith at
cathi.smith@yahoo.com or at 202-543-1743.

T
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Mother’s Day Weekend

May 9–10, 2009

March Preservation Café Provided Tips on
Gardening Green
by Shauna Holmes

ver four dozen eager Capitol
Hill gardeners gathered March
18 for tips on “Gardening Green”
from Marisa Scalera and Thomas
Rainer, landscape architects at
Oehme van Sweden and Associates
on Barracks Row. Their
presentation described how to
achieve a New American Garden
Style that focuses on sustainable
and low-maintenance designs and
native plants; is relaxed, inviting,
and sympathetic to the
environment; and emphasizes
year-round gardens that need little
or no pesticide, fertilizers, or
deadheading.
They began with ten Green
Rules of Thumb that are generally
applicable to all gardens but also
apply to the fairly small urban
gardens common on Capitol Hill:

O

1. Start small, perhaps with a
water feature or stone lantern
as a focal point.

2. Expand your definition of
“garden” to include any
available space, for instance in
an alley.

3. Increase planting, and decrease
paving and lawn. Shade trees
and plantings decrease the
urban “heat island” effect.

4. Use porous paving. A gravel
terrace, for example, can be
very elegant, beautiful, and
cost-effective.

5. Use local and sustainably
harvested materials. Ask where
materials come from.

6. Create habitat, particularly for
pollinators and birds.

7. Include water. Even a small
fountain is helpful to birds and
adds depth and reflections to
the garden.
8. Plant edibles.

9. Go vertical. Trellises and vines
on walls reduce temperatures
and add green and blossoms.
10. Think seasonally, to ensure
blooms and color from spring
through fall. Grasses and
seedpods are good for
migrating birds.

DC WASA will begin
charging customers in
May 2009 based
on the impermeability of
their property
In the small places available for
our city gardens, it’s particularly
important to find ways to amplify
and reflect light and create ways to
connect ourselves with nature.
Fountains and other water features
amplify light, and shiny leaves and
grasses moving in the breeze reflect
light and bring movement to the
space. Plants outside windows and
doors can provide a connection to
nature for people indoors even
where there isn’t room for a fullfledged garden.
Given their focus on using
native plants whenever possible,
the speakers provided a list of Top
Ten Native Plants that are droughttolerant and should flourish on
Capitol Hill:

1. Amelanchier arborea
(Shadblow Serviceberry),
which can be planted singly or
in a grouping of several stems.

2. Chionanthus virginicus (White
Fringetree), which has small
leaves and provides a light
canopy.

3. Amsonia hubrichtii (Arkansas
Amsonia), a good filler plant
with lovely, fern-like foliage; its
flowers are blue, and it turns
gold in the fall.
4. Sporobolus heterolepis (Prairie
Dropseed), a low grassy plant
that grows up to 18”, flows in
the wind, and reflects light.
5. Echinacea purpurea
(Coneflower), common to
Virginia and blooms in
midsummer; bees and
butterflies love it.

6. Pycnanthemum muticum
(Mountain Mint), grows up to
24”, shows movement, and is
good planted in masses; with
its fragrant leaves, pollinators
love it, especially bees.

7. Rudbeckia maxima (Great
Coneflower), grows up to 6-8’;
blooms in July with big, bold
foliage; use in groups,
interplanted.

8. Heuchera villosa ‘Autumn
Bride’ (Coral Bells), a tough
evergreen with lots of presence;
nice in groups.
9. Dryopteris x australis (Dixie
Wood Fern), a natural cross
between two natives that can
tolerate dry shade; a semievergreen that’s a nice accent
for a shade garden.

Continued on page 8
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CHRS’s 11th Street Bridges Lawsuit
continued from page 1

2) Additional traffic will result in
additional air pollution,
including increased ozone,
particulates, and other toxic
pollutants that would adversely
affect the health and life
expectancy of Capitol Hill
residents.
3) Project planners have not
adequately considered the
effects of the design on parks
and recreation areas, wildlife
and waterfowl refuges, or
historic sites, as required by law.
The new bridges would use
parkland, intrude on historic
Boat House Row, and adversely
affect three historic districts.
4) Project planners have not
sufficiently considered and
addressed community concerns
about the visual intrusiveness of
the larger bridges that would
dominate the Southeast
cityscape.
QUESTION:

How many bridges will be built?
ANSWER:
Two. The existing bridges will be
reconstructed to carry four lanes of
freeway traffic in each direction
and two lanes of local traffic in
each direction, increasing total
capacity from eight lanes to twelve.
With eight freeway lanes, double
the present number – and with
most local traffic directed onto a
separate span – freeway traffic has
been projected to double.
QUESTION:

How will increased highway
traffic on the new bridges
affect Capitol Hill streets?
ANSWER:
Additional traffic will find its way
onto Capitol Hill residential streets
6 • CHRS News April 2009

Cross
Section
of the
Proposed
11th Street
Bridges

as commuters leaving the District
attempt to take advantage of easier
access to I-295 and commuters
coming into the District funnel into
Capitol Hill streets leading
downtown.

commuters seek to avoid the wait to
cross Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, at
Barney Circle. The agencies have
not yet analyzed traffic impacts on
other Capitol Hill streets.

QUESTION:

Will the new “local lanes” be
restricted in any way?

What other effects will there
be in Southeast DC?
ANSWER:
With expanded freeway capacity,
up to 50% more vehicles will drive
through the District on I-395 and
the SE/SW Freeway, increasing
noise and air pollution. DDOT’s
own studies show that the new
bridges will divert some traffic
from the Beltway that would
otherwise use the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge or the South Capitol Street
Bridge by providing a new shortcut
through the city for vehicles
travelling north and south on I-95.
QUESTION:

What benefits for the Hill
does DDOT claim will result
from this project?
ANSWER:
DDOT asserts that the project
would diminish “cut through”
traffic on 19th Street, SE, as

QUESTION:

ANSWER:
No. Drivers may utilize the lanes in
any fashion, with no restrictions on
passenger vehicles or trucks of any
size.
QUESTION:

Have the health issues been
adequately addressed?
ANSWER:
No. The Final Environmental
Impact Statement (FEIS) simply
asserts that the impacts on air
quality and health are
inconsequential. CHRS believes
that the additional traffic will add
to the airborne pollution on the
Hill and other areas close to the
freeway, leading to increased
health problems for residents and
children in adjacent and nearby
schools. A large body of research
indicates that auto and truck

Continued on page 7

CHRS’s 11th Street Bridges Lawsuit
continued from page 6

pollutants are hazardous to people
in neighborhoods the vehicles
traverse.
Further, Federal law requires
that this project include all possible
planning to minimize harm to
parks, recreation areas, wildlife
refuges, and historic sites. CHRS
does not believe that has been
adequately done, and minimizing
harm from the project is a basic
goal of our litigation.
QUESTION:

Has anyone ever seen a
3-dimensional model of the
new bridges in context?
ANSWER:
Not to our knowledge. Project
planning has now reached the
stage at which DDOT requests
“design/build” proposals and then
chooses the winner. It does not
appear that the public will have
any input regarding bridge design
and specific location of bridge,
ramp, and flyover structures.
QUESTION:

Why is visualization so
important?
ANSWER:
The new bridges will be enormous.
The footprint for abutments,
flyovers, and other structures will
be very large and visually intrusive.
The planning for both the new
South Capitol Street and 14th Street
Bridges uses images and various
forms of modeling so people can
visualize and understand the
proposed bridges in context.

QUESTION:

Has there been adequate public
involvement in the planning
process for this project?

ESSENTIAL READING:

Lewis Mumford,
The City in History
n this influential book

ANSWER:
The agencies say that their records
show they met all the requirements
for public involvement. Having
studied the FEIS and compliance
processes, CHRS has found that the
public process resulted in few
changes to pre-determined DDOT
positions and disregarded a great
number of community concerns
that were expressed in letters,
public testimony, and meetings.
Numerous requests for more
information and additional
opportunities for input received no
response from the planning
agencies. Also, community requests
for the agencies to study smallerscale alternatives led nowhere.

I

QUESTION:

city is “a product of earth … a

What does CHRS hope to
gain from this suit?
ANSWER:
We hope to engage agency and
elected City officials in a dialogue
in which CHRS’s concerns are
meaningfully considered and
addressed. Further, we wish to see
a full range of impacts on Hill
neighborhoods, residents, and
businesses adequately analyzed
and ameliorated. We also want the
transportation agencies to seriously
evaluate alternatives that could
satisfy the need for the project
without adding roadway capacity.
We believe our concerns reflect
those of affected DC residents,
neighborhoods, and businesses,
and that achieving these results
would benefit the Hill and lead to
reduced adverse effects on our
community. ✯

which won the National

Book Award, Mumford

explores the development of
urban civilizations. A harsh
critic of urban sprawl, he

argues that the structure of
modern cities is partially

responsible for many social
problems seen in western

society. Mumford argues that
urban planning should
emphasize an organic

relationship between people
and their living spaces.

Mumford wrote critically

of urban culture believing the
fact of nature … man’s

method of expression”.

Mumford recognized the

crises facing urban culture.
He distrusted the growing

finance industry and political
structures and feared that a

local commuity culture was
not being fostered by these

institutions.

“The physical design of

cities and their economic

functions are secondary to
their relationship to the

national environment and to

the spiritual values of human
community.”

(From Wikipedia) ✯
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March Preservation Café
continued from page 5

10. Campsis radicans (American
Trumpet Creeper), a
hummingbird attractor with
big showy flowers; use with
caution, as it grows fast and
climbs.
Also suggested were three
drought-tolerant non-natives to
consider:

1. Calamintha nepetoides (Dwarf
Flowering Mint), a low plant
that makes great edging along
paths and blooms from June
through frost. It attracts
pollinators, and can be used for
teas and cooking.
2. Nasella tenuissima (Feather
Grass), a very graceful, cool
season grass that grows to 24”
and provides multi-colored
fluorescence.

3. Rosa ‘Blushing Knockout’
(Blushing Knockout Rose),
which is very tough, disease
resistant, and blooms
abundantly from June through
frost.

Replying to a question about
native cultivars, Ms. Scalera said
they use a lot because they’re more
vigorous, but they have to be used
with care because they could affect
pollinators. They recommend
focusing on “real” natives and
collecting local seeds, and said
some local nurseries like Nature by
Design in Alexandria, Virginia,
specialize in carrying natives. Also,
the National Arboretum has an
annual native plant sale in the
spring featuring local native plant
nurseries offering an extensive
selection of local plants (March 28,
2009).
For roof decks, Mr. Rainer, who
has one, recommends huge, deep

pots, as well as large sedums.
Mediterranean herbs like oregano,
ornamental sages, and rosemary do
well and are very drought tolerant,
and ornamental grasses are very
low maintenance.
Our front and side yards in
public space have been set aside by
the city’s 1870 “Parking Act” law
for green gardens with minimal
paving. If we want to install or
replace sidewalks or hardscaping
in our public space, we need a
permit, which can be obtained
from the DCRA Homeowners
Center. In addition to city law,
another incentive for minimizing
our hardscaping is that DC WASA
will begin charging customers in
May 2009 based on the
impermeability of their property.
It’s called the Impervious Surface
Area charge, and in short, the more
impermeable surface there is, the
higher the charge. ✯

CHRS to Host Earth Day Preservation Café
on Being Historically Green
by Shauna Holmes

HRS is continuing its spring
series of “green” Preservation
Cafés with a Historically Green
Café on Earth Day, April 22.
Architect David Bell, former
president of the DC Preservation
League, will talk about
rehabilitating a historic 1880s DC
rowhouse while pursuing LEED
certification. (LEED stands for
Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design and is a

C
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green building rating system
created by the US Green Building
Council.) His newly rehabilitated
Italianate rowhouse, which is
directly across from the
Convention Center, now provides
office space for Bell Architects.
Mr. Bell will discuss the
challenges and opportunities he
faced in respecting and preserving
the historic character of the once
derelict building while seeking to
meet LEED standards. His
presentation will focus on lessons

learned during the process that are
relevant for homeowners living in
historic rowhouses.
Add Historically Green to your
Earth Day schedule on Wednesday,
April 22. The Preservation Café
will be held from 6:30-7:15 pm in
the downstairs community room at
Ebenezers Coffeehouse at 2nd & F
Streets, NE. The event is free,
wheelchair accessible, and open to
all members of the Capitol Hill
community. Reservations are not
required. ✯

Did You Know?
astern Market Streetscaping
underway. The project will
include removal and upgrade of
the existing roadway and bed,
installation of new Colonial
cobblestones, stamped concrete at
crosswalks, brick sidewalks,
granite curbing, new lighting and
utility upgrades. The work will
proceed in two phases. The first
phase will require closure of 7th
Street between C Street, SE, and
North Carolina Avenue, SE, until
early June just prior to the
reopening of the Market. During
this period, some of the farmers
and exhibitors along 7th Street in
front of the Market will be
relocated to areas near the
Market. Upon completion of this
phase, the work will shift to 7th
Street from C Street to
Pennsylvania Avenue. To
accommodate weekday customer
needs, new public parking is
available at the Hine School lot
between Pennsylvania Avenue,
SE, and C Street, SE, from 6:00am
until 7:00pm. This parking will
not be available on weekends.

E

March date looms large in Hine
Site future. Developers were
required to submit proposals for
development of the site by March
27. The Toll Brothers Group has
decided not to make a proposal.
At a community meeting on
July 22, 2008, the community
voted on key principles regarding
development of the site in an
exercise set up by the DC Office
of Planning.

The Key principles voted by
the community include:
• Ensure new development is
consistent with Eastern Market
and Plaza plans and context
• New construction must be
consistent to historic character
and moderate density of the
neighborhood
• Promote small business
development that is consistent
with the character of the
neighborhood
• Add underground parking
below redeveloped site and
accessed from 7th Street, SE
• Ensure new housing accessible
to a broad range of incomes
and age groups
• Maintain some open space for
flea market
Overbeck Project to focus on
Eastern Market this spring. Since
2001, The Overbeck Project has
captured the history of the
Capitol Hill community by
recording the recollections of its
longtime residents and preserving
other records of its fascinating
past. This spring, it began a
special focus on collecting the
stories of Eastern Market, from
vendors whose families have
been with the Market for
generations to civic and
neighborhood leaders who have
led rebuilding efforts since the
fire. Watch the Project’s website
(capitolhillhistory.com) for these
new oral histories and other
activities commemorating the
Market’s reopening this summer.

DC Register (DCR) now
available online. The DCR is the
weekly official legal bulletin
published by the DC government
and is the temporary supplement
to the DC Municipal Regulations
(DCMR). DCR is available at
os.dc.gov. A new addition will be
available every Friday at noon.
Printed copes will only be
provided to all libraries and
ANCs. All other users must use
the electronic version.

Zoning in the District of
Columbia now available. The Office
of Zoning has demystified zoning
by publishing this 42 page
booklet. This publication for the
layman is available at the Office
on Zoning, 441 4th Street, NW,
Suite 200-S, Washington, DC
20001, 202-727-6311. It is also
available online at
http://dcoz.dc.gov/Brochure_pdf.shtm
Donna Hoover Metcalf, 1914 –
2009. CHRS notes with sorrow
the passing of Donna Metcalf,
long time environmentalist and
preservationist, and wife of
Senator Lee Metcalf, (DMontana). She died after a long
illness on January 22, and will be
remembered as an active and long
time member of the Capitol Hill
Restoration Society. ✯
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Fragers Announces Spring
Convention on April 9
ragers Hardware recently
announced the schedule for
workshops and lectures at its
“Spring Convention” to be held on
Saturday, April 11, at the Old Naval
Hospital (921 Pennsylvania
Avenue, SE) from 9:30 am – 3 pm.
These presentations may be of
interest to Society members.
Starting at 10 am and
continuing until 1 pm, the Virginia
Lime Works company will hold a
seminar on historic masonry in
Lecture Room 1. They will be
followed by Pointing Plus on
historic masonry restoration (1 – 2
pm) and then Dave Mahoney on
painting (2 – 3 pm). Meanwhile, in
Lecture Room 2, the line-up will

F

Zoning Briefs
by Gary Petersen

he CHRS Zoning Committee
met on March 12, 2009, and
considered two cases.

T

317 Constitution Avenue rear, NE.
This is a very unusual case
involving a two-story, five-car
parking garage on an alley lot
behind 317 Constitution Avenue,
NE. The owner applied for and
received a building permit to build
a fence and to replace five garage
doors. Some of the neighbors have
appealed the issuance of the
building permit by the Zoning
Administrator claiming a variety of
errors. After sorting out all the
claims, the committee voted
unanimously to a finding that the
Zoning Administrator erred in
issuing the permit because there
was not a valid certificate of
10 • CHRS News April 2009

include Surroundings (11 – 12 pm);
Thomas Landscapes (12 – 1 pm);
Jill-of-all Trades (1 – 2 pm) and
Community Forklift (2 – 3 pm).
National Capital Kitchens will
lead off in Lecture Room 3 from 11
– 12 pm and will be followed by
Wilcox Electric from 12 – 1 pm;
Judy Kosovich with Capital Sun
Group on solar energy alternatives
(1 -2 pm) and Grayton Plumbing
from 2 – 3 pm. In addition to the
presentations, there will also be a
number of booth exhibitors. For
more information, contact Fragers
in the 1100 block of Pennsylvania
Avenue, SE, or visit
www.fragersdc.com. ✯

occupancy – the existing certificate
of occupancy was issued in the
1950’s for furniture repair. The
landowner has applied for a proper
certificate of occupancy and, for
this reason, the committee
recommends that the BZA hold the
case open until the certificate is
issued.

1452 D Street, NE. This residentially
zoned property contains a twostory building used as a
mom-and-pop grocery store and a
one-story building used as a barber
shop. The owner can no longer find
a user for the grocery store and
wants a variance to allow any use
that is permitted in a C-1 zone. C-1
is the first zone that permits a
grocery store and is the right
category to use since it is the most
restrictive. The committee believed

Welcome CHRS
Supporters

We thank the following new
members, patrons, and
sponsors.

NEW MEMBERS
Diane Berchiolli
Eric Harrelson
Madelyn S. Marchessault
Louis Wassel

PATRONS
Doug and Jane Alspach
Sarah Campbell and Phil Perry
Gordon and Joan Cavanaugh
John and Thea Kreis
Michael and Ann Grace
Charles Hansbrough and Hilma
Lou Ivey
Farleigh Earhart
Delia and Michael Neuman
Linda and George Pettie
Ross Randall – Kirk Spurgin
Drew Ronneberg
EHT Traceries
SPONSORS
Kathleen Kaupp
Elizabeth Hannold – Douglas
Delano
David and Marcia Morgan
Robert and Audrey Nevitt
SILVER SPONSOR
Jerry and Arlene Lewis
Donald Denton

that the applicant has the cart
before the horse and should come
forward with a tenant or with a
few uses. For this reason the
committee voted unanimously to
oppose the application subject to
the applicant narrowing the uses to
no more than three.
There will be no Zoning
Committee meeting in April. ✯

Looking Back on Capitol Hill
by Nancy Metzger

pril is the month when
gardeners return to their
vegetable gardens – putting in coolweather vegetables, like lettuces
and peas, to start the season.
Capitol Hill now has about 10
community gardens where member
residents can grow vegetables, pull
weeds, compete for the honor of the
first ripe tomato, or commiserate
with other gardeners about the
vagaries of the weather.
During World War I not only
did Capitol Hill residents use their
own back gardens for vegetable
gardens (and canned the excess
produce for later consumption) but
they also had some community
gardens. As J. George Butler
recounts in his memoir of growing
up on Capitol Hill, Simpler Times:
Stories of Early Twentieth Century
City Life, (published by Vandamere
Press in 1997), his family had two
garden plots on reclaimed river

A

bottom land on the south side of
the Anacostia River across from the
Navy Yard, which later became part
of the park system.
“To begin our gardening along
the river, Dad went to see a
gentleman in Anacostia who was in
charge of plowing and assigning
garden plots. Dad paid a
ridiculously small fee, 50 cents as I
recall, to have the land assigned
and plowed. Plots were
approximately 50 feet by 100 feet,
and we had two of them. One of
Dad’s diary entries in late March
1917 tells how we gardened. ‘After
attending a funeral, in the
afternoon George and I went to the
Anacostia flats and began
gardening by putting in some peas.
Paid 45 cents a quart for Alaska
Early.’ Another entry reads,
‘Planted 167 cabbage plants.
Supposed to be 100 for 50 cents.’ A
week later he wrote, ‘Bought 50
asparagus plants from Bolgiano’s,

65 cents.’ Three months after
planting the peas, he notes, ‘Got
peas for the first time from the
garden today.’
“…By midsummer …his crops
were flourishing. He was raising
corn, tomatoes, string beans,
cabbage, carrots, cauliflower and
beets. What Mother couldn’t can,
she gave away. Money saved by
gardening went to the relief of war
victims. In September, we harvested
bushels of white potatoes, and lots
of sweet potatoes.”
The oldest Capitol Hill
community garden is the Hilton
Garden on Sixth Street, NE,
between Constitution Avenue and
C Street. The second oldest is Kings
Court Community Garden in the
middle of the 200 block of 14th
Street, SE, which started in 1997. As
of March 2009, it was reported that
all plots in Capitol Hill community
gardens were assigned to
gardeners. ✯

Spring Walking Tour of “Rosedale”
Saturday, May 30, 2009 (11:00 am to 1:00 pm.)
by Donna Hanousek

n honor of Preservation Month, which celebrates the heritage of our historic neighborhoods nationwide
throughout the month of May, CHRS and the RCA are teaming up to walk around and learn about the
historic Rosedale neighborhood. Rosedale, located in northeast Washington, DC, (near the H Street, NE,
commercial corridor) is roughly bounded by 15th and 19th Streets, between Benning Road and C Street.
The tour will focus on the oldest parts of the neighborhood, including Gales and Rosedale Streets. The
buildings in Rosedale represent a wide range of architectural styles, including both 19th century frame
Victorian duplexes, as well as 1920s brick rowhouses built by well-known local builder H.R. Howenstein.
This is an opportunity to experience the charm of a small village in the greater Capitol Hill area.
The CHRS “Beyond the Boundaries” program, which seeks to promote the appreciation of neighborhood
history and support historic preservation efforts, has sponsored walking tours in various neighborhoods
within the greater Capitol Hill area. You will find more details about the Rosedale walk next month in the
CHRS May newsletter or on our website, www.chrs/org. ✯
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Mark Your Calendar!
6 Monday, 6:30 pm
APRIL

CHRS Historic Preservation Committee,
Kirby House, 420 10th Street, SE, first
floor. Details: Nancy Metzger, 202-5461034

22 Wednesday, 6:30 – 7:15 pm.

4 Monday 6:30 pm
MAY

CHRS Historic Preservation Committee,
Kirby House, 420 10th Street, SE, first
floor. Details: Nancy Metzger 202-5461034

Frager’s Convention & Funfest
Seminars -10:00 – 3:00 pm
Family Fun Day 12 noon – 3:00 pm
921 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, Old
Naval Hospital.

This special Earth Day Preservation
Cafe, Historically Green, will feature
architect David Bell, former president of
the DC Preservation League, who will
talk about restoring a historic DC
rowhouse while pursuing LEED
certification. Ebenezers Coffeehouse at
2nd and F Streets, NE. The event is free,
accessible, and open to all in the Capitol
Hill community. No reservation is
required. Details: Shauna Holmes, 202546-5211

CHRS Board of Directors, Capitol Hill
Townhomes, 750 6th Street, SE, second
floor. Details: Dick Wolf, 202-543-4353.

Historic Preservation Review Board, 441
4th Street, NW, Room 220 South. Details:
Nancy Metzger, 202-546-1034

CHRS Board of Directors, Capitol Hill
Townhomes, 750 6th Street, SE, second
floor. Details: Dick Wolf 202-543-4353

11 Saturday, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm
21 Tuesday, 6:30 pm

Capitol Hill Restoration Society
420 Tenth Street, SE
Washington, DC 20003

23 Thursday, 10:00 am

14 Thursday, 7:30 pm (tentative)
CHRS Zoning Committee, Kirby House,
420 10th Street, SE, first floor. Details:
Gary Peterson 202-547-7969

19 Tuesday, 6:30 pm

