
DC’s system of elected Advisory 
Neighborhood Commissions 

(ANCs) is unique. The idea was 
drawn by Congressman Don Fraser 
(D-Minn.) from a 1970 report of 
the Minneapolis Citizen League, a 
recommendation originally designed 
for Minneapolis. Congressman Fraser, 
then a member of the House District 
Committee, added the authority to 
the 1973 DC Home Rule Act. In 1974, 
DC voters adopted the new system 
by referendum (73% voting “yes”). 
The first elections for Advisory 
Neighborhood Commissioners 
were held in the fall of 1975, and 
Commissions began operating in 
1976. Commissioners serve for 
two-year terms and are now on the 
November ballot in even-numbered 
years when city residents vote for 
other elected officials.  

The city’s ANCs were then 
and still are unusual governmental 
entities, especially in large 
municipalities. Now, with nearly a 
quarter century of experience with 
ANCs in our city, how are our ANCs 
organized, and what do they do? 

37 Commissions. The city is divided 
up into 37 separate Commissions, 
each an independent entity with 
its own traditions and committee 
structure. Commissioners represent 

“single member districts” of about 
2,000 people based on the 2000 
Census. There are 286 such districts. 
The ANCs vary a bit in the number 
of districts included, depending 
on what were considered natural 
boundaries for the neighborhoods 
being represented. The smallest ANC 
has two districts; the largest, 12. Ward 
6 has four ANCs (A–D), each with a 
different number of Commissioners.  

When the city redistricts its ward 
boundaries in response to the results 
of the 2010 US Census, the number of 
single member districts will increase, 
and some of the boundaries will 
change, in response to the growth in 
the city’s population.  

Open Processes. The ANC statute 
requires that all ANCs meet at least 
nine times a year (many do not meet 
in August, and some also take July 
off). No ANC actions (apart from 
internal house-keeping functions) 
are considered official unless they 
are taken in public at a properly 
noticed meeting. By law, each 
monthly ANC meeting must include 
a segment on the agenda where 
audience members are permitted 
to address the Commission on any 
issue. Most ANCs now have at 
least a rudimentary web site (some 
sites are fairly sophisticated), and 

most post their minutes, agendas, 
Commissioner contact information, 
and the like. You can reach all of them 
by first going to the city’s general 
ANC web page at www.anc.dc.gov.  

Great Weight. ANCs may consider 
and take positions on essentially 
any issue. The most important 
feature of this unique experiment in 
neighborhood-level governance is 
the requirement in the ANC statute 
that District government boards and 
agencies give ANC recommendations 
“great weight.” This means that 
agencies must put their reasons for 
not accepting ANC recommendations 
down in writing. The “great 
weight” phrase remains somewhat 
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The team building the 11th Street 
Bridges is also building good 

relationships with community 
stakeholders on each side of the river. 
Last winter the DC Department of 
Transportation (DDOT) formed the 
11th Street Bridge Project Community 
Communications Committee (11-
CCC) to act as a liaison to the 
community for DDOT and the project 
team, which includes Skanska/
Facchina, DDOT’s design/build 
contractor. CHRS was invited to 
be on the committee, and at the 
quarterly 11-CCC meetings, we are 
getting answers to questions and 
getting results from our suggestions. 

The project team has put a lot of 
thought into not only engineering, 
but also aesthetics. There are three 
new bridges, two freeway bridges 
and a bridge for local traffic that 
will have a zone for bicycles and 
pedestrians. They plan traditional 
twin teardrop lighting for the local 
bridge, complementing the historic 
communities on each side of the 
Anacostia River; cobra head lights for 
the freeway bridges; and reflective 
lighting under the bridges. The south 
side of the local bridge will have two 
pedestrian overlooks where it will  
be possible to walk out 80 feet over 
the river. 

The team is studying 
best practices for stormwater 
management, including bioretention 
areas and stormwater ponds to 
remove and filter pollutants from 
water running off the bridges. (The 
existing bridges have no stormwater 
treatment.) Landscaping will include 
native plants when possible, and the 
team is checking with DDOT’s Urban 
Forestry Administration for the most 
suitable trees and shrubs. 

Today, to drive west over the 
bridge from Anacostia, drivers use an 
elevated ramp at 13th Street that leads 
up to the bridge. After the new bridges 
open, there will be no need for this 
ramp. The initial plan was to abandon 
the 13th Street ramp in place, resulting 
in an elevated stub leading nowhere 
and blighting the neighborhood. At 
the March 2010 11-CCC meeting, 
community representatives were 
horrified to hear this and insisted that 
some way must be found to improve 
the plan. DDOT has now agreed 
to demolish the ramp and restore 
13th Street to its original appearance 
and has signed a change order with 
Skanska/Facchina to do this. 

The team rebuilt the pedestrian 
bridge over DC-295 as soon as 
possible and reopened it this summer. 
This is important for children’s safety, 
because many use the bridge to reach 
the fitness center and pool at the high 
school. While the new bridge was 
under construction, DDOT provided 
a shuttle for children, and the police 
directed children to use the shuttle 
and not cross the highway on foot. 

The team appears to be on target 
in meeting its commitments for 
hiring and training workers from the 
community. 

One last item of good news: 
After the new bridges open, the old 
bridges will be demolished. This is 
in DDOT’s contract and is funded. 
A while ago, DC government came 
up with a bizarre idea to keep the 
existing upstream bridge span, which 
is aging and obsolete, as some type 
of park (reported in the July-August 
2010 issue of the News). This bad 
idea appears to be dead, which is 
good news. ✯

President’s Column: Bridge Building
by Beth Purcell
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Celebrating more than 50 years helping 
to preserve and protect Capitol Hill’s 
residential character, the Society is now 
the largest civic association on Capitol 
Hill, and one of the largest in the District 
of Columbia. From the beginning, 
the Society has played a key role in 
maintaining the diverse, residential 
character of our neighborhood. With 
your participation, we will continue 
to do so for many years to come.

To start or renew a CHRS membership:

	 On the web at www.CHRS.org
	 Call (202) 543-0425; choose option 2
	 Pick up a form at one of our meetings

Starting at just $25 per year for a single 
membership, it’s a great deal.
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If you need to select an architect for 
work on your house, what should 

you look for? What key questions 
should you ask a candidate? What 
are some warning signs to be aware 
of? To find out, come to CHRS’s 
October 20 Preservation Café, where 
DC architect Michael Lee Beidler will 
explain what to look for and what 
to expect from your architect. As a 
former historic building inspector 
and Senior Preservation Specialist in 
the DC Historic Preservation Office, 
Mr. Beidler has extensive experience 
working with projects and houses in 
historic districts like Capitol Hill. 

At the Preservation Café, Mr. 
Beidler will describe what to ask 
when considering architects for 
your project and how to find the 
expertise and design sensibility to 
deal with historic homes, obtain 
the necessary permits, and—if your 
project involves exterior work—
help you through the city’s historic 
preservation review process. He will 
also address how to locate someone 
who understands basic wood and 
masonry construction, has experience 

dealing with historic construction 
techniques and materials, and knows 
how to work with contractors and 
craftsmen to address the special 
needs of your historic home.

Mr. Beidler is a principal and 
founder of Trout Design Studio, 
Inc., a full-service architectural and 
interior design firm in DC. In over 25 
years of experience, he has designed, 
managed, and implemented many 
architectural projects, including 
scores of projects in DC and the 
metropolitan area. He is actively 
involved in local and regional 
historic preservation organizations, 
and recently served as president of 
both the Dupont Circle Conservancy 
and the Dupont Circle Citizens 
Association.

What to Expect from Your 
Architect will be held Wednesday, 
October 20, from 6:30–7:15 pm in 
the downstairs community room at 
Ebenezers Coffeehouse at 2nd and F 
Streets, NE. The Preservation Café 
is free, accessible, and open to all 
in the Capitol Hill community. No 
reservations are required. ✯

October Preservation Café Will 
Address What to Expect from  
Your Architect
by Shauna Holmes

CHRS Approved to Receive Donations 
Through the Combined Federal Campaign
Federal employees who wish to contribute to the Capitol Hill 
Restoration Society through the Combined Federal Campaign can now 
use our new CFC #50747. Contributions can be made through payroll 
deductions, a single donation by check or cash, by using your credit/
debit card, or an electronic bank transfer. For more information, visit 
the CFCNCA website at www.cfcnca.org/fordonors.
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227 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, 
Court of Appeals Case
After several delays, the DC 
Government has finally filed 
its response to the Capitol Hill 
Restoration Society’s brief on the 
Mayor’s Agent decision regarding 
the third-floor addition to 227 
Pennsylvania Avenue, SE. The CHRS 
rebuttal is due October 13. The date 
for oral arguments has not been 
announced. 

Legal issues that have been raised 
by the September 2009 Mayor’s 
Agent (MA) decision include the 
unprecedented view of the MA 
that when both the Commission of 
Fine Arts (CFA) and the Historic 
Preservation Review Board (HPRB) 
have jurisdiction, CFA views 
take precedence, as well as the 
MA’s decision not to defer to the 
judgment of the HPRB on matters of 
compatibility. Underlying all of this 
is the problem of conflict of interest 
with the Mayor’s Agent being in 
the chain of command between the 
Deputy Mayor for Planning and 
Economic Development and the 
Historic Preservation Office (HPO), 
instead of an independent judge 
from the Office of Administrative 
Hearings, as was previously the 
case. The present set-up leaves the 
HPRB and the HPO without any 
legal representation from the city 
in contested MA cases, though 
the Office of the Attorney General 
provides legal support to the MA. 

Preservation Plan Underway for 
Union Station 
Consultation meetings on the 
proposed redevelopment of the 
Union Station Waiting Room 
have been postponed while the 
Federal Railroad Administration, 
Union Station Redevelopment 

Corporation (USRC), and others 
develop a preservation plan for 
the entire station. As explained in 
the July/August issue of the CHRS 
News, the owners are required, 
under federal historic preservation 
regulations, to hold meetings with 
consulting parties to address the 
effects of a proposed project on a 
historic resource, as well as possible 
alternatives and mitigations. CHRS, 
along with other preservation and 
planning organizations, submitted 
comments in July which urged that 
a preservation plan be developed 
to provide a framework for this and 
future projects. USRC has set up a 
website to keep the public informed 
and provide an opportunity for 
interested parties to comment  
(www.usrcdc.com).

Opportunity to Meet New 
Owners of The Maples 
The new owners of The Maples, 
the 1795 manor house in the 
600 block of D Street and South 
Carolina Avenue, SE, are scheduled 
to meet with the community to 
discuss preliminary conceptual 
plans for the site. Altus Realty 
Partners of Alexandria, Virginia, 
has assembled a development team 
that includes the DC architectural 
firm of Cunningham/Quill and the 
historic preservation research firm 
Traceries. The meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday evening, October 14, 
from 6:30–8:30 pm in the sanctuary of 
Christ Church, 620 G Street, SE, the 
oldest church building in the federal 
city, dating to 1807. 

While it appears that the use 
will likely be residential (condos 
or apartments), Altus is still 
examining existing conditions, 
historic documentation, and a 
number of potential scenarios. For 

updates, check the web site of ANC 
commissioner Norman Metzger, 
www.ancnorm.org.

November Awards Ceremony 
Celebrates Excellence in Historic 
Preservation
This year’s ceremony for 
celebrating “Excellence in Historic 
Preservation” will be held Thursday, 
November 4, at 6:30 pm at the 
Carnegie Institution for Science, 
16th & P Streets, NW. Significant 
contributions by individuals, 
businesses, and organizations in the 
areas of archaeology, advocacy and 
community involvement, design and 
construction, education, stewardship, 
and lifetime achievement will be 
honored. The public is invited to 
attend, but reservations are required. 
Reservations are available through 
the DC Preservation League web site 
(www.dcpreservation.org). 

Historic Preservation Office 
Releases Summary of Review 
Process
A new seven-page summary of 
information about the city’s historic 
preservation review process has been 
posted to the historic preservation 
web site (www.planning.dc.gov). It 
is designed to answer many of the 
questions that property owners will 
have about the process of altering 
historic properties or constructing 
a new property within a historic 
district. 

As noted in the introductory 
paragraph: “The District of 
Columbia’s historic preservation 
review process is intended to give 
guidance and technical assistance 
to property owners early in their 
planning for a rehabilitation or 
construction project. The process 
allows property owners to 

Historic Preservation Briefs
by Nancy Metzger



informally discuss their project 
with a preservation specialist at the 
Historic Preservation Office (HPO) 
to learn more about their historic 
property and to ask questions about 
products, services or techniques 
appropriate for the renovation of 
older buildings. HPO will explain 
the preservation standards and 
review process, identify any potential 
preservation or design concerns, 
and work collaboratively with the 
property owner to explore mutually 
agreeable solutions. If it is necessary 
to forward a project to the Historic 
Preservation Review Board (HPRB), 
HPO will advise property owners 
how to prepare their submission and 
presentation.” ✯

Welcome CHRS  
Supporters
We thank the following new  
members, patrons, and sponsors.

NEW MEMBERS 
Charles Harwood
Marquerite Nutter
Georgina Pulido
Paul & Vanessa Sinders

PATRONS
Margaret Crenshaw
James N. Duley
John & Carole Hirschmann 
Kristin Swanson & Roy Mustelier
H. Gregory Vaas

SPONSORS
Gary & Mary Ellen Abrecht
Bina & Renao Beghe
David & Shauna Holmes
Geoffrey & Terry Lewis
Jerry & Arlene Lewis
Robert & Ida May Mantel
David Powell & Jeannine Jacokes
Laurence Pearl & Ann 
Womeldorf
Judith Capen & Robert Weinstein
Richard & Mary Weirich

SILVER SPONSOR
Tracy & Don Fox

GOLD SPONSOR
Kitty Kaupp

Alex Poirot crafts a bracelet at the CHRS tent during the  
8th Street Festival, September 25, 2010.
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murky to many, and the ANC 
role is fundamentally “advisory.” 
Nonetheless, the requirement has 
raised expectations, especially with 
certain regulatory agencies, that ANC 
recommendations be taken seriously.  

For many of the ANCs, the 
meat and potatoes of their monthly 
agendas consists of reviewing cases 
coming before these agencies: 

•	 Board of Zoning Appeal: 
property owner requests for 
special exceptions and variances 
from zoning rules;

•	 Historic Preservation Review 
Board: requests for permission 
to renovate, add to, or otherwise 
alter the exteriors of properties in 
historic districts; 

•	 Alcohol Beverage Control 
Board: applications by stores, 
restaurants, and bars for licenses 
to sell alcoholic beverages; and 

•	 DDOT’s Office of Public Space: 
requests for use of public 
space, such as applications by 
restaurants and bars for sidewalk 

seating, and for approvals of 
courses for the many races that 
come through our Capitol Hill 
neighborhood.  

Commissions such as 6B often 
have six to ten cases on the monthly 
docket, along with presentations by 
various entities about their initiatives 
and discussions about pending 
development projects. 

ANCs also regularly deal with 
the Office of Planning and the Zoning 
Commission on issues associated 
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with the city’s Comprehensive Plan 
and changes to the city’s zoning law 
and regulations. ANCs work with 
the Office of the Deputy Mayor for 
Planning and Economic Development 
on the major development projects 
the city is facilitating, such as the 
redevelopment of the Hine Junior 
High School site and the large Hill 
East project. ANCs are often in 
discussions with DDOT about a 
wide range of transportation issues, 
including the always-controversial 
topics of residential parking and 
traffic calming initiatives, as well 
as major undertakings such as the 
11th Street Bridges construction and 
long-term traffic planning for the 
city. Other issues actively covered 
by a number of ANCs include public 
safety, education, social services, 
and health. Not surprisingly, 
many Commissioners operate as 
ombudspersons of sorts for their 
constituents by providing a reliable 
spot to get advice and help in getting 
city agencies to respond to service 
requests. 

Support. Each ANC receives an 
annual allocation of funds from the 
city based upon a formula driven by 
the population encompassed by that 
Commission. By way of example, 
ANC 6B, representing 21,364 people, 
received $29,288 for fiscal year 2010, 
roughly $1.37 per resident. Most 
ANCs use the bulk of their resources 
to support the awarding of small 
grants to neighborhood projects and 
activities. A few, such as ANC 6B 
and 6D, invest most of their funds in 
a part-time staff person to support 
their work. Some ANCs set up small 
offices, often in borrowed space. 
Others operate out of donated private 
space. The DC Auditor closely tracks 
individual ANC expenditures, and 
audits are done regularly.  

Expectations. ANCs are made 
up of volunteers who receive no 
pay, office space, nor staff from 
the city. The quality of each ANC 

depends entirely on the extent of 
the dedication and professionalism 
of the individuals elected as 
Commissioners. Predictably, the 
quality varies considerably across 
the 37 Commissions and 286 
Commissioners. The issues that 
ANCs tackle are important ones, not 
only to the individuals associated 
with the many cases that come 
before the Commissions, but also to 
the community’s ability to provide 
organized input into the deliberations 
of city agencies on projects large and 
small that impact our neighborhoods.  

The jobs of Commissioners are 
largely thankless and involve long 
hours, many meetings, lots of email 
work, and the stress generated 
when constituents complain that 
a Commissioner does not do 
exactly what is demanded. Thus 
the motivation to run and serve 
must come from something other 
than mountains of praise. In my 
experience, the best Commissioners 
are the ones who take pleasure 
in helping to strengthen their 
neighborhoods and seeing residents 
and business owners dealt with fairly 
and respectfully as they interact with 
the bureaucracy of a large municipal 
government.  

The Election. This November’s ballot 
provides an opportunity for voters 
to assess the work and experience of 
their individual Commissioner, as 
well as the skills and competencies 
of any challengers. In assessing 
incumbents, I urge voters to consider 
whether the Commissioner keeps 
up with the key issues facing 
the neighborhood and shows an 
understanding of their complexity 
and nuance. Does the Commissioner 
demonstrate patience and fairness 
in dealing with constituents? Is the 
Commissioner fair and evenhanded 
in running public meetings? Is the 
Commissioner effective when dealing 
with constituents and open to new 
ideas? Does the Commissioner 

work hard at the job (i.e., does 
the Commissioner attend the 
Commission meetings and, when 
appropriate, committee meetings, 
as well as make it to community 
meetings on important issues facing 
the neighborhood). You can check the 
minutes of the Commission meetings 
posted on the Commission’s web 
page to track attendance.  

In assessing challengers, I 
encourage voters to similarly 
determine whether the candidate’s 
background and skill set is likely 
to lend itself to the busy world of 
an ANC. Is the challenger a one-
issue candidate, or does he or she 
demonstrate knowledge and wisdom 
about a range of neighborhood 
issues? Are the issues that the 
challenger brings forth ones that are 
reasonable for an ANC to take on? 
Does the challenger demonstrate 
some working knowledge of 
how the Commission in question 
actually functions (i.e., has the 
person attended many Commission 
meetings)? Is the challenger fair and 
open in dealing with the public? 
Does the person understand the time 
commitment involved, and is the 
person likely to put in that time? 

Choosing ANC representatives 
is the essence of our democracy. It 
is each voter’s right and, I would 
argue, duty to perform this function 
with care and seriousness. We don’t 
have a vote in the U. S. House and 
Senate, but unlike voters in America’s 
other major cities, we do choose 
those we want to represent us at the 
neighborhood level. ✯
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An item in the Historic 
Preservation Briefs announces 

a community meeting with the new 
owners of The Maples, which has 
had a number of illustrious owners 
in the past 200 years. The owner in 
the post-Civil War era was “Olivia,” 
the pen name of Emily Edson Briggs, 
a well-known newspaper columnist 
during the Civil War and afterwards. 
While women’s issues and interests 
were a focus of her columns about 
life in Washington, the columns 
not only were composed of the 
trademark Victorian-era flowery 
expressions, but they included pithy 
descriptions and acute observations 
as well. If one were inclined to 
think that the Victorian era was 
restrained and mannerly, reading 
one of the Olivia letters puts a new 
light on that assessment. In 1872, 
she and her husband moved to 
The Maples, and she became well 
known as a capital hostess as well as 
a newspaper columnist and the first 
president of the Woman’s National 
Press Association. The following 
paragraphs are excerpted from the 
April 22, 1872, column, entitled 
“On The Promenade—A Saturday 
Holiday With Its Strollers and 
Equipages”:

Spring, though laggard, has at last 
smiled upon Washington. Once more 
the bosom of Mother Earth has yielded 
up the frost and baby vegetation wears 
a smiling face. No longer the cold, bitter 
winds smite the wayfarer, for the king 
of the season has tempered their edge. 
Saturday afternoon at the capital is a 
holiday. Congress usually adjourns 
from Friday until Monday. … So when 
Saturday afternoon comes they [senators 
and representatives] try to forget their 
troubles whilst riding up and down 
Pennsylvania avenue, with the smoke of 
cigars issuing from their lips; but only 

the women suffragists envy this deceitful 
happiness.

Smoothly the carriage moves over 
the faultless pavement. Some of the 
members are wealthy enough to own 
their own “turnouts,” but these seem 
to have simply been purchased for their 
comfort, for there is scarcely anything 
about them suggestive of display. The 
carriage of Mrs. Secretary Fish is of 
the plainest and most comfortable 
description. It might have belonged to 
some Knickerbocker relative of a past 
generation, so prim and respectable 
it seems. Even the wheels have an 
aristocratic roll, entirely unlike the 
little plebian satin-lined concerns of 
the parvenus which have been called 

into existence in the same way that 
Cinderella’s fairy god-mother changed 
the nutshells and mice.

When the Avenue was first lined 
with Nicholson pavement* the carriages 
of the “first families” were seen rolling 
over it. In those days the ‘thoroughbreds’ 
belonging to the President were seen 
stretching their graceful limbs in 
contrast to the fast-trotting bays owned 
by Sir Edward Thornton. The carriages 
of the foreign ministers were then 
displayed in all their glory. … 

…But alas! Alas! The crème de la 
crème no longer patronize the Nicholson 
pavement. This is given up to the 
blonde-haired beauties, fast youths, and 
tipsy Congressmen. The sunny side of 
the Avenue has become the fashionable 
promenade. What a changing human 
kaleidoscope!

Here comes Secretary Robeson 
with his substantial bride. One feels like 
lowering the mainsail of conversation 
in time to salute the jolly consort and 
tender as they go sailing down the river 
of human life.

This is the Hon. Eugene Hale, of 
Maine, with his graceful new wife. 
Would the ladies know how the richest 
heiress in Washington is attired? In plain 
black cashmere and a simple straw hat. 

And this is the Hon. Benjamin F. 
Butler, one of our most famous citizens, 
but so changed for the better that his 
nearest friends scarce recognize him. 
The time has been when General Butler 
was dubbed ‘belligerent,’ but this must 
have been when he was in the active 
fermentation of life. To-day the dregs 
have settled to the bottom. The froth 
and scum were all whisked off in that 
last Massachusetts campaign. Nothing 
but the rich, generous body remains 
...besides, the General is growing 
handsome, for the beauty of the spirit 
lights up the countenance, and this is the 
truest type of perfection. …

Yonder comes Mrs. Cresswell, 
clinging to the arm of the Postmaster-
General—a pretty, petite woman, but 
not quite strong enough to stamp her 
impression on the age. And yet women 
who have only social qualities upon which 
they can rely are remembered long after 
their thrones are crumbled into dust.

Today Mrs. Crittenden, of Kentucky, 
has her shrine in Washington. Her 
manners are quoted like the speeches 
of Clay or Webster. ‘Tell me,’ inquired 
the writer of an elderly lady who was 

Looking Back on Capitol Hill
by Nancy Metzger

	 Alas! The crème de 
la crème no longer 
patronize the Nicholson 
pavement. This is given 
up to the blonde-haired 
beauties, fast youths, 
and tipsy Congressmen.
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CHRS Community Forum 

Continuing construction brings a gathering of cranes to the new 11th Street Bridges.
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Eleventh Street Bridges Project: Progress Report
On October 27, 2010, CHRS will present a Community Forum on the 11th Street Bridges, the biggest 
transportation project in DC history. Bryon Johnston, the Public Information Manager for the project, will give 
us a visual and descriptive presentation on the construction of the bridges, including renderings of the bridges 
themselves, the riverwalk connections, changes to nearby roadways, lighting designs, and environmental plans 
such as stormwater management and bioretention landscaping. This is an opportunity to get answers to your 
questions about this important project.

Location: The Annex of the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, 1235 C Street, NE. Doors open at 7:00 pm; 
meeting begins at 7:30 pm. The event is free and open to the public. There will be a very short membership 
meeting at the start. Contact caphrs@aol.com or call 543-0425 for details.

blessed with an excellent memory, ‘what 
made Mrs. Crittenden so famous?’ ‘I am 
sure I cannot tell, unless it was because she 
treated the poorest slaves as though they 
were ladies and gentlemen.’ ✯

*	 Nicholson Pavement was named for Samuel Nicholson who, in 1847, 
invented an improvement on wooden block pavements that provided 
against noise, unequal wear, rot from below, and the slipping of the horses’ 
feet. Nicholson devised a system that included a foundation or support 
(either concrete or tarred paper) and then a series of wooden blocks, having 
parallel sides, endwise, arranged in rows, so as to leave a continuous 
narrow groove or channel-way between each row, and then filling said 
grooves or channel-ways with broken stone, gravel, tar, or similar materials.
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Join Us for a Double-Header of Community Events  
in Hill East

Presentation: Architecture, Architects, and Builders of Hill East
Wednesday, November 10th | 6:30–8:00 pm 
Center City Public Charter School–Capitol Hill Campus 
1503 East Capitol Street, SE (building entrance from the parking lot in the rear)

CHRS is sponsoring a presentation by EHT Traceries, the architectural history firm that has been documenting 
the history of buildings outside the boundaries of the Capitol Hill Historic District during the past few 
years. This event marks the completion of the survey of the southeast portion of greater Capitol Hill and 
will showcase its diverse and handsome building stock, as well as inform us about who designed and built 
the area. This phase of the survey was generously funded in part by a U.S. Department of the Interior, 
National Park Service Historic Preservation Fund grant administered by the District of Columbia’s Historic 
Preservation Office.

Walking Tour of Hill East Alleys: Where Once There Were Dwellings
Saturday, November 13th | 1:00–2:30 pm
Meet us at the northwest corner of 14th and E Streets, SE, near Safeway

CHRS is sponsoring a walking tour of five alleys in southeast Capitol Hill. 
The alleys we will be touring are Harrison Alley/Harrison Court (Square 1041); Guethler’s Court (Square 

1042); Fitzhugh Court (Square 1058); King’s Court (Square 1060); and 15½ Street (Square 1075). 
You wouldn’t know it by looking at them now, but in the 19th century these alleys contained dwellings. Join 

us for a primer on early alley dwellings in Washington, DC, as we trace the history of these five alleys. 

Both events are free and open to the public as part of the CHRS Beyond the Boundaries program, which seeks to 
promote appreciation of neighborhood history and support historic preservation efforts outside the boundaries 
of the Capitol Hill Historic District. You can get details about all of our events on our website, www.chrs.org.
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The Hottest Ticket in Town Is Free

Our members are special to us. 
Please join us for our first ever complimentary

Fun Fall Reception & Auction
Monday, November 15th, 7:00 pm

North Hall, Eastern Market

All members are invited and encouraged  
to bring a guest or two.

We are accepting (tax deductible) donations for the auction.
To donate, please contact Michelle Carroll, (202) 544-7900. 
 To register for the event, please e-mail caphrs@aol.com.

The event will begin with a brief membership meeting.



OCTOBER

4 Monday, 6:30 pm
CHRS Historic Preservation Committee, 
Kirby House, 420 10th Street, SE, first floor.
Details: Nancy Metzger, 546-1034.

14 Thursday, 6:30 pm
Community meeting to discuss 
preliminary conceptual plans for  
The Maples (formerly Friendship House 
in the 600 block of D Street, SE).  
Christ Church sanctuary, 620 F Street, SE.

14 Thursday, 7:30 pm
CHRS Zoning Committee, Kirby House, 
420 10th Street, SE, first floor. 
Details: Gary Peterson, 547-7969.

19 Tuesday, 6:30 pm
CHRS Board of Directors, Capitol Hill 
Townhomes, 750 6th Street, SE, second 
floor. Details: Beth Purcell, 622-4303.

20 Wednesday, 6:30 pm
CHRS Preservation Café, “What to Expect 
from Your Architect” featuring DC 
architect Michael Lee Beidler of Trout 
Design Studio. Ebenezers Coffeehouse, 
2nd & F Streets, NE, downstairs; free, 
accessible, no reservations needed. 
Details: Shauna Holmes, 546-5211.

27 Wednesday, 7:00 pm
11th Street Bridge Project: Progress 
Report. The CHRS Community Forum 
will be held at The Church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith Annex, 
1235 C Street, NE, featuring the 11th Street 
Bridges Public Information Manager 
Bryon Johnston. Doors open at 7:00 pm; 
meeting begins at 7:30 pm. The event is 
free and open to the public.

28 Thursday, 10:00 am
Historic Preservation Review Board,  
441 4th Street, NW, Room 220 South.  
Details: Nancy Metzger, 546-1034.

NOVEMBER

1 Monday, 6:30 pm
CHRS Historic Preservation Committee, 
Kirby House, 420 10th Street, SE, first floor. 
Details: Nancy Metzger, 546-1034.

11 Thursday, 7:30 pm
CHRS Zoning Committee, Kirby House, 
420 10th Street, SE, first floor. 
Details: Gary Peterson, 547-7969.

16 Tuesday, 6:30 pm
CHRS Board of Directors, Capitol Hill 
Townhomes, 750 6th Street, SE, second 
floor. Details: Beth Purcell, 622-4303.

17 Wednesday, 6:30 pm
CHRS Preservation Café, “Wood 
Furniture and Cabinet Preservation” 
featuring Daragh Cassidy of Capitol Hill’s 
Galway Bay Woodworks. Ebenezers 
Coffeehouse, 2nd & F Streets, NE, 
downstairs; free, accessible, no 
reservations needed. Details: Shauna 
Holmes, 546-5211.

Mark Your Calendar!

Capitol Hill Restoration Society
420 Tenth Street, SE
Washington, DC 20003

Saturdays, May 1–November 20 
9 am–noon (rain or shine)
H Street NE Freshfarm Market  
625 H Street, NE


