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John and Michelle Easton 
Square 759 H House Captain: Gary Jankowski

“Home, sweet home” calls out to visitors to this gray 

clapboard home, replete with front porch and wicker 

furniture. It is one of seven flat-fronted homes built in 

1870s and often referred to as “Washington Terrace.” 

While now family occupied, some served for decades as 

boarding houses. Visitors will be astonished when they 

enter the interior of this light and spacious, thoroughly 

modern home.

The Eastons purchased the home in 2005 from former 

Attorney General John Ashcroft, who had converted the 

building from a two-apartment structure to a single-family 

home. The Eastons did further extensive renovations 

and added a third floor (not visible from street level, per 

historic preservation requirements—obviously not in 

effect when other homes in the row added third levels). 

Among the major improvements are numerous closets 

and storage areas.

What strikes the visitor immediately is how broad and 

deep the home is. The dining room, behind that cozy-

looking front porch, has eclectic furnishings with clean 

lines along with a traditional marble fireplace. The serene 

celadon walls and upholstered chairs are complemented 

by splashes of color from paintings by local artist Laura 

Edwards, a favorite of the Eastons. 

Enter the living room through the large doorway with one 

of the home’s few original features, pocket doors. A three-

dimensional, thoroughly modern wall sculpture by another 

local artist, Mary Lynch, dominates the living room and the 

clean lines of its warmly colored upholstered furniture. Her 

playful “tic-tac-toe” sculpture adorns the walls of the stairs 

leading to the basement (also updated, but not on the tour).

The enormous (by any, and certainly Capitol Hill, 

standards) kitchen, while clearly functional, has beautiful 

features that make it a true family room as well as a 

wonderful entertainment space. The large island is where 

the culinary action takes place, beyond which is the family 

dining area with upholstered wing chairs, side chairs, and 

window bench. Custom white cabinetry affords ample 

storage for dishes, glasses, and cookware, as well as for 

coats and backpacks. Accents of glass, crystal, iridescent 

tile, and Quartzite counters add sparkle. The Supreme 

Court is visible from the light-filled windows (from the 

second and third floors, too) There is a recreational play 

room in the basement (not open).

The staircase to the second floor leads to the family’s home 

office, with a full-sized washer and dryer concealed behind 

the slatted doors. A playful faux white cowhide rug with 

splashes of silver complements the clean white custom 

cabinetry of this open space, created by the Eastons. 

Two large bedroom suites, each with a full bath, flank the 

study. The walls of the guestroom, at back, are a soothing 

celadon, while its spacious new bathroom is a contrasting 

soft pink. Look out the bedroom windows to glimpse not 

just the Supreme Court but the patio-cum-parking space 

below. The rolling garage door provides security but also 

privacy when the Eastons use the area as a patio. 

The large master bedroom, overlooking Third Street, 

contains eclectic, imaginative furniture from previous 

homes as well as a gas-fired marble fireplace. The 

bathroom, with a corner Jacuzzi, awaits remodeling—the 

only room not completely updated…yet.

Stairs to the third floor lead to their daughters’ bedrooms, 

separated by a playfully decorated blue bathroom. Two girls 

share the room with pink walls and softly contrasting green 

bunk beds and dresser. The other daughter claims the 

purple bedroom with raised platform at the window end. 

Friends comment on the nice touch the platform provides—

but it serves a purely functional purpose by accommodating 

space carved out for the bathroom below. H RG

22 Third St., NE13
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Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church
Square 789 H Andrew Walton Pastor 
Refreshments Sunday 2:00—5:00

Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church (CHPC) has been a 

worshiping community in the Capitol Hill neighborhood 

for over 140 years.  In its earliest years, CHPC met in 

several public meeting rooms on the hill, including the 

House Post Office and Post Roads Committee Room of 

the US Capitol.   But in January of 1864, several ladies 

saw in The Presbyterian Magazine, an article written by 

the Reverend John Chester about a church he had started 

under a tree in Bustleton, N.J. with another pastor.  Since 

they were tired of walking or riding in a carriage through 

muddy or dusty streets to get to the closest Presbyterian 

Church [probably at Sixth and Maryland SW] , they wrote 

to him and asked if—since God had used him to build a 

“Church under a tree”, He might also use him to build 

a Church on a hill.  The young pastor saw this as a call 

from God and immediately came to DC, met with a few 

interested persons and preached a sermon.  Finding the 

situation favorable, he then returned to NJ, resigned 

his charge, moved his young family to Washington, and 

the Capitol Hill Presbyterian church was organized by 

the Presbytery of the Potomac on April 11, 1864 with 34 

members. By later that year the church had moved to its 

present location on Fourth Street SE.

The congregation soon outgrew its temporary quarters 

and by 1868 it was obvious that a large edifice needed 

to be built to house the church. At this time the assets of 

the Metropolitan Church, a corporation formed for the 

purpose of establishing a National Presbyterian Church in 

DC  (but which did not exist in fact as a congregation) were 

turned over to Dr. Chester’s Capitol Hill Church with the 

provision that the plans be enlarged and the name changed 

to Metropolitan Presbyterian Church.  This was done and 

the work started, but the building designed by Architect 

Emil Sophus Friedrich  had only reached the first floor 

when the contractor failed.  This caused much hardship 

and consternation among the members but the building 

was finally completed in 1872. The dedication service was 

attended by President Ulysses S. Grant.  Money was very 

tight, however, and consequently the iron spire which 

was to top the tower was not built and the tower was 

completed as it appears today.  The cost would have been 

approximately $1500.

The congregation grew steadily and by 1892 more room 

was needed for the Sunday School Dept, so a small 

building was 

built next to 

the church.  

The building is 

often called the 

“Chapel” today.

After the Second 

World War, 

many young 

families moved 

to the suburbs 

and membership 

declined in most 

city churches. 

In 1955 it was 

decided to merge 

with Eastern 

Presbyterian at 6th and MD Ave NE.  The name chosen for 

the new church was The Capitol Hill Presbyterian Church.

During the 1970s, a proposal was made to tear down the 

church building and build townhouses across the front.  

Worship services would be held in the chapel.  This was 

ultimately defeated, but the congregation looked at new 

ways to support the building.  The Washington Seminar 

Center grew out of this.

During a storm on Friday, April 13, 1984, two days before 

Palm Sunday, lightning struck a window frame and started 

a fire in the attic. A tragedy was averted when Don Huff, a 

homeless man, who had a relationship with the church, saw 

the fire as he was walking by and called the fire department.  

His quick action probably saved the building.  However, 

the Sanctuary was badly damaged by water and for a year 

the congregation worshiped in the Fellowship Hall.  During 

this time some remodeling was done to the Sanctuary.

Though the church is now 150 years old, it does not rest 

on its laurels, but constantly seeks ways to relate to the 

community.  A few of the current programs include  Soup 

Kitchen Sunday, Food Pantry Sunday, the Easter dress 

project with dresses given to little girls in the homeless 

program of the Capitol Hill Group Ministry, and mission 

projects both at home and out of the country.  Various 

community groups use the building on a regular basis.  

You are invited to visit the sanctuary upstairs.

Based on information from the church web site: 

www.capitolhillpreschurch.org

201 Fourth Street SE			  14
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Cell: 202.556.5754
Lic. DC and VA

Manuel Cortes

THINKING ABOUT BUYING OR SELLING?

605 Pennsylvania Ave. NE, Wash. DC

"I am here to help you 
navigate and negotiate"

www.CHRS.org
202-543-0425

1	 Jim Lisowski 
	 Fulcrum Properties Group 
	 jim@fulcrumpg.com

2	 Ann & Mike Grace 
	 Capitol Hill Village 
	 info@capitolhillvillage.org

3	 Byron Sandaford 
	 William Penn House 
	 Byron@WilliamPennHouse.org

4	 Meg Shapiro & George Olson 
	 meg@megandgeorgew.com 
	 george@megandgeorge.com

5	 Steve Hagedorn 
	 Coldwell Banker Real Estate 
	 shagedorn@cbmove.com

6	 Jason Townsed & Thomas Snowe 
	 Capital Community Properties 
	 jason@capitalcommunityproperties.com 
	 thomas@capitalcommunityproperties.com

7	 Chuck Burger 
	 Coldwell Banker Real Estate 
	 cburger@cbmove.com

8	 Lynne Church 
	 Lynne Church Landscape Design 
	 lynne_church@yahoo.com

9	 Maggie Daley 
	 Coldwell Banker Real Estate 
	 mdaley@cbmove.com

10	 Lee Murphy 
	 Washington Fine Properties 
	 lee.murphy@wfp.com

11	 Elizabeth Nelson 
	 Capitol Hill Restoration Society 
	 caphrs@aol.com

12	 John & Aaron Smith 
	 Prudential Penfed Realty 
	 john.smith@penfedrealty.com

13	 Gary Jankowski 
	 Coldwell Banker Real Estate 
	 gary@hughkelly.com

Captains
HOUSE
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THOMAS JENKINS AND COMPANY 

 
 

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

AND BUSINESS CONSULTANTS 
 
 

THOMAS G. JENKINS, JR., CPA 
PRINCIPAL 

 
 

316 Pennsylvania Ave., SE 
Suite 402 

Washington, DC  20003 
 
 

(202) 547-9004 
Facsimile (301) 702-1263 

TJENKINS@TJCOCPA.com 
www.TJCOCPA.com 

 

BEST WISHES 
TO CHRS

MICHAEL HALEBIAN & CO., INC.
FLOOR COVERING DISTRIBUTOR

New York, New York

Carlstadt, New Jersey

Hartford, Connecticut

Bensalem, Pennslyvania
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L’Enfant’s Squares 
Pierre Charles L’Enfant was appointed by President 

George Washington in 1791 to lay out the City of 

Washington, part of the District of Columbia.  In doing so 

he created a series of squares and numbered them from 

west to east and north to south, and added lots within 

each square. The squares of the houses on this Tour were 

then divided between the original proprietors of the land 

and the federal government between 1792 and 1796, per 

the 1791 deeds of trust signed by the landowners. In some 

cases the whole square was assigned (e.g., 817 to William 

Prout and 841 to the Federal government). But usually a 

square was split, sometimes by halves, more often in four 

or so sections. Land titles today descend from this plan, 

although the lots in most squares have been sub-divided 

and renumbered. 

William Prout owned all of the land occupied by the 

properties on this year’s House Tour, except for 22 Third 

Street NE which is on land owned by Daniel Carroll. Prout 

(1755-1823) emigrated from England to Baltimore in 

1790. On March 11th, 1791, two days after L’Enfant arrived 

to plan the new Federal City, Prout signed a contract to 

purchase a large triangular tract of land from his future 

father-in-law Jonathan Slater. Prout eventually became 

Capitol Hill’s largest landowner. His property is the heart 

of today’s Capitol Hill neighborhood and the core of the 

Historic District. 

Tour Area Circa 1860
A Boschke from surveys 1857-1860  compliments LOC
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#1 Prudential Agents in Washington, DC
since 2001

Helping Create Tomorrow's History, 

Today!

We Love the Hill!  We LIVE the HILL! 

Diverse Dining, Marvelous Markets, 

Pastoral Parks, Elegant Avenues,

Avante Garde Arts, Fascinating History

Stunning Homes, Grand Gardens

A Capital Community!

Office at : 202.608.1882 x. 107

E-Mail at : jsmithteam@gmail.com

 www.John.Smith.pcragent.com

© 2012 BRER Affiliates Inc. An independently owned and operated broker member of BRER Affiliates Inc. 
Prudential, the Prudential logo and the Rock symbol are registered service marks of Prudential Financial Inc. and its 
related entities, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Used under license with no other affiliation with 
Prudential.

The Smith Team @ Prudential PenFed

Capitol Hill Branch

216 7th Street, SE  Washington, DC  20003

~ ~ ~ ~

John Smith 202.262.6037

Aaron Smith 202.498.6794

Peter Grimm 202.270.6368

Kristine Jones 202.415.4716

Peter Davis 301.332.1634

Marina Salcedo 202.730.6219

To HILL with the Suburbs!
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FINE PROPERTIES
I N T E R N A T I O N A L
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