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LOCATION:

PRESENT OWNER:

PRESENT USE:

SIGNIFICANCE:

204 G STREET, NORTHEAST, WASHINGTON, D.C.
Northeast Quadrant, Square 752, Lot 805, Washington, D.C.
Station Townhouses, LLC, the Louis Dreyfus Property Group

Vacant

The dwelling at 204 G Street is representative of the evolution of style
and form of urban dwellings in Washington, D.C. from the mid to the
late nineteenth century. The original building was a modest two-story
frame dwelling constructed circa 1876-1877. It was built contemporary
to 202 G Street and may have been used as an apartment to the adjacent
house. The house was then enlarged by a more stylish Queen Anne-style
brick addition in 1885.
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PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History

1.

Date of erection: Circa 1876-1877. By 1861, Robert Ward was listed in the City
Directories as residing on G Street (north) between Second and Third streets
(east). He owned the entire southern 60 feet of Lot 4 and resided at 208 G Street
(General Assessment Records 1864). His lot comprised what are now 200, 202,
204, 206, and 208 G Street (General Assessment Records 1864). Robert Ward
worked as a “third class peddler” (U.S. IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1865). After
residing at 208 G Street from 1861 to 1876, Robert Ward he moved to 204 G
Street, then only a small two-story frame building, adjacent to his son at 202 G
Street. Possibly, the two dwellings at 202 and 204 G Street were essentially one
dwelling or rather 204 G Street served as an apartment.

Architect: Not Known

Original and Subsequent Owners:

Ca. 1861 Robert Ward (no dwelling) (General Assessment Records)
Ca. 1885 John Ward (Permit 1208, March 9, 1885).

Information Not Found

1939  Deed June 30, 1939, recorded in Liber 7363 Folio 535
Washington Housing Corporation (WHC)
To
Ernest M. Aiken, and wife

1945 Deed October 3, 1945, recorded in Liber 8164 Folio 131
Ernest M. Aiken
To
Charles Wellington, and wife

Information Not Found

1955 Deed May 16, 1955, recorded in Liber 1048 Folio 9
WHC
To
Charles Wellington, and wife, tenants by entirety
(correcting deeds recorded 6808/467 and 7363/535)

1957 Deed October 30, 1957, recorded in Liber 10928 Folio 71
Charles Wellington and wife, tenants by entirety
To
Charles W. Morgan
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1958 Deed of Trust April 10, 1958, recorded in Liber 11022 Folio 214
Earnshaw and Santelmann, trustees
To
William M. Payne, Jr. et al, trustee for Building and Loan Association of
Washington, DC
Under trust 5/12/1955 Liber 10428 Folio 13

1959 Deed February 3, 1959, recorded in Liber 11185 Folio 368
William N. Payne et al, Trustees
To
Demetrius H. Bagley, and wife, tenants by entirety

1976 Deed November 16, 1976, recorded in Document No. 7600032458
Cahill Properties
To
Edward George DeForrest

1987 Deed February 17, 1987, recorded in Document No. 87000011050
Edward George DeForrest (unmarried)
To
Charles W. Rochnew and wife, Marian Rochnew
Corrects deed made on January 13, 1987

1998 Deed October 14, 1998, recorded in Document No. 9800081695
Charles W. and Marian Rochnew
To
Darreel A. Brignt (unmarried)

Information Not Found

2005 Deed December 2, 2005, recorded in Document No. 20051776337
White Oak Investors, LLC
To
Station Townhouses, LLC

Original Plans and Construction: The original dwelling consisted of a small two-
story frame building set back from the street. The dwelling abutted the house at
202 G Street on its west elevation.

Additions and Alterations: On March 9, 1885, John R. Ward, the son of Robert
Ward, filed a building permit to construct a two-story 19 x 16-foot brick building
in front of the existing dwelling. The new section had a tin roof, a projecting bay,
and a small porch on the facade (Permit # 1208, March 9, 1885).

The dwelling was expanded again in August 1895 when Ward filed a permit to
construct a one-story 10 x 12-foot wood-frame kitchen on the rear of the original
house, the construction of which was determined to be $100 (Permit # 209,
August 3, 1894). These three sections are illustrated in the 1904-1916 Sanborn
Fire Insurance Map. The building footprint retained the same configuration from
1904 to 1999 (Sanborn 1904, 1999).
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B. Historical Context

1.

The house and its occupants: The original house (currently the center section of
the house) was most likely constructed John or Robert Ward in 1876-1877 and
served as an apartment for Robert and Mary Ward. In 1880, 60-year-old Robert
Ward, a carpenter, lived in the house with his wife, Mary. According to census
records, Robert and Mary Ward were the parents of John R. Ward, the owner of
the house by 1885 when he built a brick addition to the front of the house
(Bureau of the Census 1860, 1870). Robert Ward was born in Virginia and his
wife, Mary, was born in Maryland. Robert Ward owned the southern 60 feet of
what was then Lot 4 (which now contains Lot 805) as early as 1864.

In 1900, Denny Gleason and his family rented the house. The Gleason family
consisted of Denny, his wife Nora, two sons, their widowed sister-in-law and her
three children. Although born in Washington, D.C., Gleason and his wife both
were of Irish decent. In 1900, Denny Gleason worked as an electrician (Census
1900).

By 1910, two families shared the house: Benjamin F. Poole, his wife and
daughter, and Phillip Heardley and his wife and daughter. Poole was a painter
while Heardley was a trainman in the railroad yard.

In 1920, Italian immigrants were renting the house at 204 G Street: Antony
Sylvester, his wife, daughter, two sons, nephew, and four roomers lived in the
house and were all born in Italy. Antonio was a carpenter for a manufacturing
company while his one of his sons, nephew, and three of the boarders worked for
the railroad (Bureau of the Census 1920). Although many of the adjacent houses
had been converted to office space by the late twentieth century, the house at 204
G Street continued to be used as a residence until 2008 (Sanborn 1959, 1999).
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PART II. ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER

A. General Statement:

1.

2.

Architectural Character: The house at 204 G Street was constructed in three
phases. The first section of the building is a two-story frame building constructed
circa 1876-1877. In 1885, a two-story brick addition was constructed on the front
of the house. This Queen Anne-style section, with its two-story canted bay,
exemplifies the style and form of rowhouses constructed in Washington, D.C.
during the latter decades of the nineteenth century. A one-story kitchen addition
was constructed in 1895.

Condition of fabric: Good

B. Description of Exterior:

1.

Overall Dimensions: The front (south) section of the house is two stories high
and two bays wide with a side hall plan and measures 19 x 16 feet. This section
of the house abuts the house at 202 G Street on its west elevation. The center
section is two stories high and it adjoins 202 G Street on its west elevation. This
section is slightly smaller in width than the front section of the house. A one-
story kitchen addition measuring 10 x 12 feet is attached to the northeast end of
the rear (north) elevation of the center section.

Foundations: The foundation of the building is brick and the foundations of the
center and rear frame sections of the house have been parged in concrete. A
watertable of three courses of stretcher-bond brick lines the facade.

Walls: The walls of the front (south) section of the house are constructed of
seven course American-bond brick. The center and rear sections of the house are
constructed of wood framing and are covered in vinyl siding. Historically, the
wood-frame sections of the house were mostly likely covered in weatherboard.

Structural System, framing: The front section of the house is load bearing
masonry and the rear sections are balloon or platform wood framing.

Stoop: The house has a brick stoop with three brick stairs that lead to the main
entrance on the south elevation. The stairs have a metal railing and a brick
planter lines the west side of the stoop and abuts the east elevation of the
projecting bay.

Chimneys: A chimney was not visible at the time of survey.

Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: A single-leaf, six-paneled door pierces the east end of
facade on the first story. The door is not original to the house. A one-light
transom is located above the door. The doorway is flanked by pilasters of

stretcher brick that slightly project from the facade and is capped by a
segmental-arched lintel. A segmental arched row of thin header bricks lines
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the top of the lintel and the pilasters. A single-leaf door is located on the rear
(north) elevation of the rear kitchen addition and leads to the rear yard.

b. Windows and shutters: On the fagade of the front section, the windows on
the first story of the two-story bay are elongated six-over-six, double-hung,
wood-sash windows. The windows on the second story of the bay are four-
over-four, double-hung wood-sash windows. Above the front door on the
second story is a six-over-six double-hung wood-sash window. The windows
on the facade feature rowlock sills and segmental arched lintels. The lintels
are comprised of two rows of header bricks capped with a row of thin header
bricks that project from the facade.

The windows on the rear wood-frame sections of the house are 1/1 vinyl-sash
replacement.

Roof:

a. Shape, covering: The dwelling has a flat roof. The materials of the roof are not
visible.

b. Cornice, eaves: The fagade is ornamented by frieze of corbelled brick brackets
capped with an ogee wood cornice.

C. Description of Interior:

1.

Floor plans: The fist floor of the house consists of three consecutive rooms,
located in the each of the three sections of the house. The front (south) room of
the two-story brick section is entered from the main door on the facade. A
bathroom and a closet are located along the east wall of the front room. The
center room of the wood-frame section is entered from a doorway along the north
wall. A doorway on the north wall of the center section leads to the kitchen. A
small closet is located on the southeast corner of the kitchen.

The upstairs of the house consists of two bedrooms and a full bath.
Stairways: A quarter-flight closed stair is located the southwest corner of the
center room, which is the oldest section of the house. A one-light window pierces

the north wall of the front room and lights the stairway.

Flooring: The first floor has two-and-a-quarter-inch wood flooring and the
kitchen has brick floors. The second floor is carpeted.

Walls and ceiling finish: The walls and ceiling appear to be plaster.

Doorways and doors: The original doors have been removed and replaced with
pre-fabricated single-leaf paneled doors.

Decorative features and trim: All interior trim has been replaced with modern
pre-fabricated materials.
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7. Fireplace: A fireplace is located in the front room along the west wall. The
chimneybreast is exposed brick and the firebox has a segmental arched opening.
The brick of the chimneybreast appears to have originally been covered. The
hearth is comprised of brick.

8. Hardware: The current hardware is not historic.

9. Mechanical equipment:
a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: The building is serviced with HVAC.

b. Lighting: There is track lighting throughout parts of the house.

c. Plumbing: Not investigated.
Site:
Historic landscape design: The house at 204 G Street is set above the street grade and is
accessible from a brick sidewalk with three concrete stairs. The stepped appearance of the
front yard is a result of the lowering of G Street in the early twentieth century. A brick

retaining wall, approximately three feet high, lines the yard in the front of the property
along the brick public sidewalk.
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LOCATION:

PRESENT OWNER:

PRESENT USE:

SIGNIFICANCE:

206 G STREET, NORTHEAST, WASHINGTON, D.C.
Northeast Quadrant, Square 752, Lot 804, Washington, D.C.
Station Townhouses, LL.C, the Louis Dreyfus Property Group

Vacant

This two-story brick dwelling is representative of brick working-class
dwellings constructed in the latter decades of the nineteenth century. The
two-story projecting bay on its facade and Italianate-style details are
emblematic of row houses constructed in Washington, D.C. during the
end of the nineteenth century.
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PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History

1.

2.

3.

Date of erection: Building permit records indicate that the single dwelling at 206
G Street was built in 1891 by John R. Ward.

Builder: A. Thompson

Original and Subsequent Owners:

Lot 804, Square 752 (part of original lot 4)

ca. 1861

1891

ca. 1900

A.

1914

1921

1914

1920

1921

Robert Ward
John R. Ward (Permit # 2291, May 14, 1891)

Mary Ward (widow)

Deed September 1, 1914, recorded in Liber 3736, Folio 223.
Mary Ward Cook et viv, et al

TO

Antonio Di Silvestri et ux

Deed June 20, 1921, recorded in Liber 4550, folio 276.
Antonio Di Silvestri et ex

TO

Giuseppe Manili et al

Deed September 1, 1914, recorded in Liber 3736, Folio 225.
Mary Ward Cook

TO

Emidio Di Silvestri et ux

Deed August 11, 1920, recorded in Liber 4388, folio 289.
Emidio Di Silvestri and Antoniete Di Silvestri

TO

Antonio Scuderi

Deed November 11, 1921. Liber 4602, folio 382.
Antonio Scuderi et ux

TO

Julia D. McFarland et al
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1945

1947

1947

1947

1948

1948

1949

1949

1981

1985

Deed July 3, 1945, recorded in Liber 8126, folio 252.
Julia D. MacFarland

TO

Cora G. MacFarland et al

Deed June 3, 1947, recorded in Liber 8501, folio 392.
Cora G. MacFarland et al

TO

Jebco Maintenance Corp

Deed June 3, 1947, recorded in Liber 8501, folio 400.
Jebco Maintenance Corp.

TO

Margo G. Dryea

Deed June 30, 1947, recorded in Liber 8521, Folio 206.
Margo G. Dryea

TO

Berkeley G. Burrell, trustees

Deed May 13, 1948, Liber 8744, folio 124.
Berkeley G. Burrell to
Jean Burns

Deed September 23, 1948, recorded in Liber 8835, Folio 376.
Jean Burns

TO

Louis Rudden et al

Deed March 3, 1949, Liber 8927, folio 443.
Louis Rudden et ux, et al

TO

Samuel Rosenkoff

Deed March 9, 1949, recorded in Liber 8931, folio 206
Samuel Rosenkoff

TO

George Buck et ux

Deed March 19, 1981, recorded in Document No. 8100010312
Agnes H. Buck, widow and not remarried

To

Paul Youmans

Deed December 31, 1985, recorded in Document No. 8600007860
Paul R. Youmans and wife, Shelia B. Youmans

To

Frank V. Keary
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2000

2005

2005

Deed March 6, 2000, recorded in Document No. 2000026180
Frank V. Keary & Joan B. Keary (wife)

To

Elizabeth T. Jester & James e. Williams, III (husband and wife)

Warranty Deed May 12, 2005, recorded in Document No. 2005068064
James E. Williams, III, and Elizabeth T. Jester

To

Skyview Investors, LLC

Deed December 2, 2005, recorded in Document No. 2005176336
Skyview Investors, LLC

To

Station Townhouses, LLC

Original Plans and Construction: John R. Ward was the owner of the building
and A. Thompson was the builder. The two-story brick dwelling cost $2000 to
build. The building permit indicates that it was 16 feet wide and 28 feet deep
with a flat roof. It had one projecting bay window, reminiscent of the change in
building codes in Washington, D.C. in 1871, which allowed for building
projections beyond the building line (Permit # 2291, May 14, 1891).

The two-story building is illustrated on the 1892 Hopkins map as abutting the
adjacent dwelling at 208 G Street on its east elevation. The 1904-1916 Sanborn
Fire Insurance Map provides a clearer indication of the footprint of the building,
which was slightly L-shaped with a recessed bay along its west elevation. The
footprint has remained unchanged since 1904-1916 (Sanborn 1904-1916, 1927-
1928, 1959, 1999).

Additions and Alterations: The exterior of the building has remained relatively
unchanged.

B. Historical Context

1.

John R. Ward built the house in 1891. Ward’s father, Robert Ward, was the
original owner of the lot, as well as the neighboring lots as early as 1864. In
1900, the house was rented by Francis Davis, a 50-year-old widow. Living with
her in the house were her daughter, two sons, daughter-in-law, and three young
boarders. In 1906, the Washington Post lists Mrs. John R. Ward as the resident of
206 G Street, Northeast (Obituary, Washington Post August 27, 1906). Residents
of the house do not appear on the 1910 Federal Census.

In 1914, Emidio Di Silvestri and his wife purchased the dwelling at 206 G Street.
Di Silvestri and his wife, Antionette, were Italian immigrants and Emidio was a
railroad laborer. The Di Silvestri’s shared the house with Nicholas Caranfa, also
an Italian immigrant, and his wife and their three children. Caranfa was a cement
finisher for a contracting company (Federal Census 1920). In 1920, the Di
Silvestri’s sold the property to Anthony Scuderi, who is listed as the resident of
the house in the 1921 city directories along with Nicholas Caranfa.
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By 1930, African-American families occupied the house at 206 G Street
illustrating a shift in neighborhood demographics. At this time, the house was
occupied by two families. John H. Fowler, a barber, lived in the house with his
wife, their daughter, and his mother-in-law. Also living in the house were Henry
Strong, a railroad laborer and his wife (Federal Census 1930). The City
Directories of 1930 and 1934 list different residents living at the address than the
census, perhaps illustrating the transient nature of the neighborhood and
Washington, D.C. (Bond 1930, 1934).

The 1959 Sanborn Map indicates that the building was being used as a store. In
1999, the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps illustrate the building as commercial
(Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 1959, 1999).
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PART II. ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER

A. General Statement:

1.

Architectural Character: The 1891 house at 206 G Street is typical of urban
dwellings constructed in Washington, D.C. following the “Projection Act” of
1871. The last quarter of the nineteenth century was dominated by brick row
houses with two-story projecting bays. The house, with its modest Italianate
elements, is typical of working class housing built in the city during the 1890s.

Condition of fabric: The building is structurally sound and the exterior materials
are in good condition.

B. Description of Exterior:

1.

Overall Dimensions: According to the 1891 building permit, the front (south)
section of the house is two stories high, 16 feet wide, and 28 feet deep. Building
permits state that the rear of the building is two stories high, 14 feet long and 12
feet wide. The rectangular building has a side hall a basic rectangular form. It
abuts the house at 208 G Street on its east elevation.

Foundations: The foundation of the building is brick covered with stucco scored
to mimic stone joints. A watertable of three courses of stretcher brick lines the
facade.

Walls: The walls of the front section of the house are constructed of five course
American-bond brick. The 1891 building permit states that walls range from 13
to 9 inches thick. The west elevation shows a stretcher bond brick with partial
remains of stucco covering and the rear elevation is brick covered with rough
coat stucco. A two-story corner addition on the rear elevation is constructed of
concrete blocks.

Structural System, framing: The framing system of this house is comprised of
load-bearing masonry walls. Access to the attic was not available.

Stair/Stoop: A brick stair on a brick foundation leads from the brick sidewalk to
the front door. The stair consists of three risers.

Chimneys: No chimneys are visible on the exterior.
Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: The house has two exterior doors providing entry
through the front and rear elevations. Both elevations feature an off-center
single-leaf door, which are not historic. The front door has one full-height
light, brass knob, and in the bottom rail is a mail slot. The door light features
thin vertical wood battens. This entry is illuminated with a one-light
rectangular transom. The modern replacement door on the rear elevation is a
flush wood door with a one-light transom. A segmental arched row of
rowlock bricks lines the lintel of the front door. The lintel is punctuated with
projecting header bricks underneath. The rear door has a segmental lintel
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covered with stucco. The concrete-block infill on the rear has a modern flush
metal door on the north elevation.

b. Windows and shutters: The fagade is symmetrically fenestrated with a
pair of one-over-one aluminum-sash windows on both the first and second
stories. Above the door is one single one-over-one aluminum-sash window.
Each of the window bays is detailed with a similar brick lintel as the front
door. Each of the window bays have brick rowlock sills. The rear elevation
has one one-over-one wood-sash window on the second story with a rowlock
sill and a segmental-arch lintel covered with stucco. The first story window
on the rear elevation has been infilled and that material was not clearly
visible during the survey.

Roof:

a. Shape, covering: The dwelling has a shed roof with a parapet. The materials of
the roof are not visible.

b. Cornice, eaves: The fagade is ornamented by frieze of corbelled brick brackets
capped with an wood ogee cornice.

C. Description of Interior:

1.

Floor plans: The fist floor of the house consists of two mains rooms, a straight-
flight stair, and a small bathroom. Entry into the house is to a small stair landing
to the straight-flight stair. Access into the front room to the left (west) is through
a single-leaf door. The room covers the width of the house and a small bathroom
is located to the rear of this room. A closet under the stair is located in this front
room. A second room, which previously functioned as an office, is to the rear of
the front room.

The second floor consists of two rooms and a bathroom.

Stairways: The original stair is a straight-flight box stair with a closed wall
stringer on both sides. The stair is covered with carpet.

Flooring: The floors are covered with carpet except in the bathrooms, which are
covered with vinyl tiles.

Walls and ceiling finish: Walls are drywall painted white and each room has a
drop ceiling.

Doorways and doors: The door into the front room from the front entry landing is
a nine-light over two-panel wood door. The doors to the bathroom and rear room
are modern. A flush wood door provides access to the second floor rooms at the
stair landing. One-light single-leaf doors provide access to the front room and
rear room on the second floor.

Decorative features and trim: The doors have square-edged casings and much of
the house has a simple baseboard with a cyma reversa base molding.
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7. Fireplace: No fireplace.
8. Hardware: The current hardware is not historic.
9. Mechanical equipment:
a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: No HVAC is visible.
b. Lighting: Not investigated.
c. Plumbing: Not investigated.
Site:
Historic landscape design: The house at 206 G Street is set above the street grade and is
accessible from a brick stairway a brick sidewalk. The stair, located in between the house
and the public sidewalk, has three risers, indicating the original street grade before G

Street was lowered in the early twentieth century. A brick retaining wall lines the front of
the property.
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2¢. Are there vaunlts!? . o Dimensions, . .
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. . Hignalure

O N T R e Wi Lo

SOURCE: PERMIT #2291, MAY 14, 1891
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Special Application for Projections beyond the Building Line.

189/

To THE

HON. COMMISSIONERS, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

~ ! i) o . . .
YENTLEMEN :—1I * hereby apply for a permit to comstruct the following
projections: beyond the building line, in . accordamce with the plan herennto annexed,
«

*  to building on lot fao’#/alf . o aSQuUATE el 7‘;;2 to' be known s
~No. 2 Vi é ‘ﬁ Street. (/’f
~

No DESCRIPTION, ﬂ PROJECTION. . ! WIDTH. i PERCENTACGE.
- i |
Areas i
H
/ Bay-windows ”41 —g £ 7

Tower

Corner tower

Oriel-window

Open porch

Steps

Vault

Very respectfuily, i
o R Dt =
L ’ Quwner, -

Per Agrut,

SOURCE: PERMIT # 2291, MAY 5, 1891
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Tamasnd suiiok &
: : i . —
7 Y L No. /66‘-’
3 FILL OGT APPLICATION IN COPYING INXK.

2.\

@/’adéw . ...... S 1800.
N TO THE INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS
e Pl 407 :f-: ................. D S SRR = ’\
the fo]lowmg desenbed buildmg ........ 3 ......... e e e e e e e s (
' DESCRIPT!ON OF PRESENT BUILDING. !
I{ouse No. oz—l? g %'& ......
Name of Owner. ..... jﬂ

Name of Architect

Name of Mechanie. ..

How is'the buﬂa‘mg occupxed QA
{

What wxll be t.he eost 01 the proposed impmvement 3§

NATURE OF PROPOSED ALTERAT[ON &c. !
GIVE uEFlNrra PARTICULARS:: :
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212 G STREET, NORTHEAST, WASHINGTON, D.C.

Location: Northeast Quadrant, Square 752, Lot 41 (802), Washington, D.C.
Present Owner: Station Townhouses, LL.C, the Louis Dreyfus Property Group

Present Use: Vacant

Significance: The house at 212 G Street is exemplary of working-class urban housing

constructed in Washington, D.C. mid-to-late nineteenth century. Unlike
the majority of the houses in the neighborhood, this dwelling was
constructed of wood frame (later covered in stucco) and was one of the
earliest houses constructed on Square 752.
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PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History

1. Date of erection: The dwelling at 212 G Street, Northeast was constructed circa
1869-1872. The building does not appear on the 1857 or the 1861 Boschke Maps
of Washington, D.C. By 1869-1871, Lot 3 had been subdivided into three lots
and the 1872-1873 General Assessments list William L. Aughinbaugh as the
owner of a western portion of the lot that had a street frontage of 30 feet (General
Assessments 1872-1873). The Faehtz and Pratt Real Estate Directory of
Washington, D.C. lists three frame structures valued at $300, $400, and $500
respectively. These building are presumably 212, 214, and 216 G Street, the only
houses on Lot 3. The 1872 City Directories list William Aughinbaugh as the
resident of 212 G Street (Bond City Directories 1872).

2. Architect: Not Known
3. Original and Subsequent Owners:
1872  William L. Aughinbaugh (General Assessment Records
1880  Charles Draeger (Washington Post June 4, 1880)
1891 Mary Draeger to Charles S. Bastian (Washington Post February 4, 1891).

1899  Charles S. Bastian to Louis A. Alexander (Washington Post May 5,
1899)

1899  Trust July 28, 1899, recorded in Liber 2375 Folio 436
Louis A. Alexander
To
Frank P. Reeside, et al trs.

1901 Release May 13, 1901, recorded in Liber 2577 Folio 197
Frank P. Reeside et al trs.
To
Louis A. Alexander

1912 Deed July 27, 1912, recorded in Liber 3541 Folio 392
Louis A. Alexander
To
James Jackson

1914 Deed November 5, 1914, recorded in Liber 3747 Folio 324
James Jackson
To
Charles G. Townsend

1915 Deed December 1, 1915, recorded in Liber 3828 Folio 417

James Jackson
To
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Emma F. Alexander

1922 Deed January 20, 1922, recorded in Liber 4855 Folio 321
Charles G. Townsend, et ux
To
Blanche F. Acher

1922 Deed January 20, 1922, recorded in Liber 322
Blanche F. Acher
To
Abby R. Townsend

Information Not Found
1927  Joseph H. Trent (Permit 497, July 19, 1927)

1935  Trust June 28, 1935, recorded in Liber 6901 Folio 531
Addie M. Kinney (Joseph H. Trent)
To
Schofhirt & Scofield, trs.

1959 Deed December 31, 1959, recorded in Liber 11362 Folio 57
Addie M. Kinney (Trent)
To
Barney O. Weitz, et us, tenants by entirety

1961 Deed July 24, 1961, recorded in Liber 11637 Folio 495
Barney O. Weitz, et ux
To
D.H. Bagley, et ux, tenants by entirety

Information Not Found

1977 Deed April 15, 1977, recorded in Document No. 7700012462
Cahill Properties
To
Bruce R. McBrearty (unmarried)

1979  Deed September 5, 1979, recorded in Document No. 7900030937
Bruce R. McBrearty and Denise D. McBrearty (wife)
To
Margaret C. Simms (unmarried)

2000 Deed May 22, 2000, recorded in Document No. 2000049266
Margaret C. Simms (unmarried)
To
Michael T. Shepard & Sonia M. De Assis

2005 Warranty Deed March 15, 2005, recorded in Document No. 2005040612

Michael T. Shepard & Sonia M. De Assis
To
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Pepper Ridge, LLC

2005 Deed December 2, 2005, recorded in Document No. 2005176333
Pepper Ridge, LLC
To
Station Townhouses, LL.C

Original Plans and Construction: The house was constructed as a two-story,
wood frame, single-family dwelling ca. 1869-1872.

Additions and Alterations: The projecting bay on the first story of the facade was
most likely added in the late nineteenth century after the passage of the 1871
“Projection Act” and while the incorporation of projecting bays on urban row
houses were at the height of their popularity. Charles Draeger applied for a
building permit in July 1880 to “take off shingle roof and put on tin, also remodel
front” (Permit # 41, July 12, 1880). This permit could have been to add the
projecting bay and the decorative wood cornices to the building.

By 1904, a one-story building, presumably a shed, had been constructed at the
rear of the lot (Sanborn 1904-1916).

In 1927, owner Joseph H. Trent filed a building permit to cover the frame house
in stucco and to erect cement steps (Permit # 492 July 19, 1927).

By 1927-1928, a one-story addition had been added to the rear of the house and a
one-story garage had been built along the northwest corner of the rear of the lot.
The previous shed had been replaced with a new one-story edifice (Sanborn
1927-1928: 424). By 1959, the one-story shed had been demolished (Sanborn
1959: 424). The garage was no longer extant in 1999 (Sanborn 1999: 424).

Historically, the house was freestanding; however, circa 1980, a house was
constructed between 208 and 212 G Street. Currently, the dwelling at 212 G
Street abuts the building at 210 G Street on its west elevation.

B. Historical Context

1.

The house and its occupants: Assessment records and city directories indicate
that William Aughinbaugh constructed the house at 212 G Street between 1869
and 1872 (City Directories, 1872 General Assessment Records 1869-1861, 1872-
1873). According to the 1880 Census, William Aughinbaugh, his wife Anna, and
their four children resided at the house (Bureau of the Census 1880). William
was a clerk for the Patent Office and Anna, along with many other residents of
the neighborhood, was an Irish immigrant.

According to the Washington Post, Aughinbaugh sold part of lots 3 and 5 to
Charles Draeger for the sum of $1,600 in 1880 (Washington Post June 4, 1880).
On July 12 of the same year, Draeger filed a building permit to remove the wood
shingle roof and replace it with tin and to remodel the front of the house for the
cost of $200 (Permit 44, Roll 58, Washington Post July 15, 1880). Previously,
Draeger and his family lived a few houses away at 200 G Street, Northeast
(Bureau of the Census 1880). The Draegers, in their 50s, were immigrants from
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Bavaria and Charles was a clerk for the War Department. Charles Draeger died in
March 1883 after his body was found under a culvert on the Metropolitan Branch
of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad (Washington Post April 1, 1883). In 1890,
Mary Draeger is listed as the occupant of the house at 212 G Street. Mary sold
the house to Charles S. Bastian in 1891(Washington Post February 4, 1891).

The Washington Post reported on May 5, 1899, the real estate transfer of part of
original lots 3 and 5 in Square 752 from Charles S. Bastian to Louis A.
Alexander for the price of $2,500” (Washington Post May 4, 1899). The 1900
United States Census lists Louis A. Alexander as the owner and resident of 212
G Street, Northeast. Alexander lived with his wife, Emma, their four sons, and
Louis Alexander’s sister. The Alexander’s are listed as being black in the 1900
census; however, the 1910 census lists the Alexander’s as mulatto. By 1910, the
Alexander’s had expanded their household with two daughters and two additional
sons. An uncle and a niece also lived in the house. Alexander and his wife were
originally from Virginia, as were their parents; however, their oldest children
were born in New Jersey and Pennsylvania (Bureau of the Census 1900, 1910).
According to his obituary, Louis A. Alexander was an information clerk in the
chief librarian’s office at the Library of Congress for 43 years (Washington Post
January 6, 1966).

In 1920, George Steele, his wife, their son and daughter, and two roomers lived
in the house and were all originally from Georgia. Steele was a Post Office clerk,
his wife was a dressmaker, and one of their boarders was employed as a railroad
cook. In 1930, Joseph Trent rented the house and lived in the house with his wife,
two step sons, and his mother. Trent was a porter for the Pullman Company. His
wife worked as a servant and one of his step sons was a truck driver (Bureau of
the Census 1930). The building at 212 G Street continued to be used as a
dwelling throughout the 1950s and early 2000s (Sanborn 1959, 1999).

111



PART II. ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER

A. General Statement:

1.

Architectural Character: The house at 212 G Street is typical of urban dwellings
constructed in third quarter of the nineteenth century with its modest size and
wood construction. The canted bay and Italianate cornices on the fagade were
most likely added in the 1880s or 1890s after the passage of the 1871 “Projection
Act” and during the height of popularity projecting bays and Italianate-style
details. While the house was historically free standing, the house now abuts a
circa 1980 house on its west elevation. The east elevation remains freestanding.

Condition of fabric: Condition of fabric: The condition of the house is good. The
house is structurally sound and the exterior fabric appears to be in good
condition. The interior of the dwelling lacks any historic fabric.

B. Description of Exterior:

1.

Overall Dimensions: The dwelling is two stories high and three bays wide with a
one-story, canted bay. The main block of the house is approximately 15 feet wide
and 30 feet deep. A small one-story kitchen addition is attached to rear elevation
near the northeast corner.

Foundations: The house has a solid brick foundation that is covered in stucco.

Walls: Historically, the exterior walls of the dwelling were most likely
weatherboard. Currently, the exterior walls are covered in stucco.

Structural System, framing: The framing is either balloon or platform. Access to
the attic was not available.

Porch: The house has a one-story, inset porch that shares a roof with the adjacent,
canted bay. The roof is lined with decorative, fluted brackets, and a quatrefoil
patterned wood frieze. It is capped with an ogee cornice with metal flashing. The
porch is supported by a square post. A concrete stair with 12 risers leads to the
porch. The stair is covered in stone facing.

Chimneys: A chimney was not visible at the time of survey.

Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: A single-leaf door is located on the main (south)
elevation of the house. The rear (north) elevation of the house has a double-
leaf door on the west side of the kitchen addition. A single-leaf door is
located on the rear elevation of the kitchen addition. Both rear doors are

accessible from the rear yard.

b. Windows and shutters: The house has six-over-six wood-sash replacement
windows. The windows have thin wood surrounds.
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8. Roof:

a. Shape, covering: The two-story section of the house has a flat roof and the
one-story kitchen addition has a shed roof with metal flashing.

b. Cornice, eaves: The facade is lined with an Italianate-style wood entablature
and the ends of the entablature feature fluted brackets. The molded frieze is lined
with modillions and it capped with an ogee cornice.

C. Description of Interior:

1.

Floor plans: The first floor of the dwelling consists of two consecutive rooms and
a smaller rear kitchen. The front room is entered from the main door on the
facade. Three closets are located in the northwest corner of the room. The
stairway is located opposite the closets. The center room is accessible through a
doorway on the north wall of the front room. A doorway on the east end of the
center room’s north wall leads into the kitchen addition.

The second story has two bedrooms and a bath.

Stairways: A partially closed, quarter-flight stairway is located on the east wall of
the center room. It has a metal balustrade.

Flooring: The first story has two-and-a-quarter-inch wood flooring. The second
story has been carpeted.

Walls and ceiling finish: The walls and ceilings are covered in painted drywall.

Doorways and doors: All of the original doors have been replaced with six-
paneled single-leaf doors.

Decorative features and trim: The house features pre-fabricated trim work that is
not original to the house.

Fireplace: A fireplace is located in the front (south) room along the east wall. The
brick of the chimneybreast is exposed and the hearth is comprised of brick. The
firebox has a segmental arched opening. Notches in the chimneybreast suggest
that it was originally covered in plaster.

Hardware: None of the original hardware exists.

Mechanical equipment:

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: The building is serviced with HVAC.

b. Lighting: Recessed lighting is located in the front room of the house.

c. Plumbing: The house is serviced with indoor plumbing and a hot water heater.
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D.

Site:

Historic landscape design: The house at 212 G Street, Northeast is set back from
the street and sits above the grade of the street. The yard fronting the house is
stepped. Along with the house’s particularly high entrance stairs, the variance in
grades of the yard is a result of the lowering of G Street in the early twentieth
century. The east elevation of the house is freestanding, and small concrete
walkway is located in between the house and the neighboring dwelling at 214 G
Street.
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214 G STREET, NORTHEAST, WASHINGTON, D.C.

Location: Northeast Quadrant, Square 752, Lot 801 (previously part of Lot 3),
Washington, D.C.

Present Owner: Station Townhouses, LLC, the Louis Dreyfus Property Group

Present Use: Vacant

Significance: This building, built circa 1855 is typical of modest frame dwellings

constructed in the neighborhood of Swampoodle during the mid-
nineteenth century. It is the oldest dwelling on the block and it appears to
have been originally constructed as a twin dwelling. Its integrity has been
compromised with the demolition of the adjacent dwelling at 216 G
Street.
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PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical History

1.

Date of erection: Circa 1855. The 1854 General Assessment records indicate that
James Crutchett owned Lot 3; however, it had not been subdivided. The lot was
valued at $252, the same as Lot 2 which did not have any improvements. A
house appears at 214 and 216 G Street on the 1857 Boschke Map.

Architect: Unknown.
Original and Subsequent Owners:
ca. 1855 Stephen Wilson (General Assessment Records)

1903 Deed October 28, 1903, recorded in Liber 2778 Folio 81
Josephine Wilson (unmarried, daughter of Stephen Wilson))
To
Chapin Brown, et al trs.

1922 Deed April 21, 1922, recorded in Liber 4659 Folio 372
Laura V. French, executor and trustee
To
Margaret Terrell

1922 Deed August 18, 1922, recorded in Liber 4690 Folio 266
Margaret Terrell
To
Sabina Biggs

ca. 1933 Sabina Biggs to Antonie Maiatico, et ux

1940 Deed May 9, 1940, recorded in Liber 7470 Folio 590
Antonie Maiatico, et ux
To
J. Lindsley Pitts

1957 Deed November 21, 1957, recorded in Liber 10957 Folio 97
J. Lindsley Pitts, et ux
To
Emmanuel Goldstein, et al, tenants in common

1959 Deed January 13, 1959, recorded in Liber 11174 Folio 335
Emmanuel Goldstein, et al
To
Sylvan L. Mazo

1972  Deed November 8, 1972, recorded in Liber 13411 Folio 1
Sylvan L. Mazo
To
Thelma Jean Davis
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1977 Deed April 6, 1977, recorded in Document No. 7700011294
Thelma jean Davis (unmarried)
To
Bart-Bren, Inc.

1978 Deed March 28, 1978, recorded in Document No. 7800010940
Bart-Bren, Inc.
To
Roberta Wojton

1984 Deed May 10, 1984, recorded in Document No. 8400016836
Roberta Wojton
To
Joe B. Crain

2005 Corrective Deed December 14, 2005, recorded in Document No.
2006008847
Robert W. Ball, surviving joint tenant of Joe B. Crain (deceased May 10,
2005)
To
Pepper Ridge, LLC

2005 Deed December 2, 2005, recorded in Document No. 2005176335
Pepper Ridge, LLC
To
Station Townhouses, LL.C

Original Plans and Construction: The house at 214 G Street was constructed as a
two-story frame twin dwelling along with 216 G Street ca. 1855-1857. The 1857
Boschke Map and the 1872 Hopkins Map illustrate that the house originally
abutted 216 G Street on the east elevation; however, the original house at 216 G
Street is no longer extant. Thus, it is unclear if the houses were identical. The
1904-1916 Sanborn Map indicates that the two houses shared a one-story front
porch. The porch has since been demolished.

Additions and Alterations: In 1879, Stephen Wilson filed a building permit to
build a summer kitchen. The frame kitchen measured 10 x 12 feet, had a tin roof,
and a brick flue (Permit # 55 November 6, 1879).

B. Historical Context

1.

The house and its occupants: The 1860 census lists Stephen and Mary A. Wilson
as residents at 214 G Street. Steven worked as an express driver and the Wilsons
lived in the house with their four children. Mary Wilson appears in the 1870 as
the head of the household, suggesting that Stephen died between 1870 and 1880..
Wilson lived with her seven children: the oldest was 23 and the youngest was
less than a year old. By 1880, only four of Mary Wilson’s children lived in the
house at 214 G Street (Bureau of the Census 1860, 1870, 1880).
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In 1900, Morgan Heizl, a painter, rented and resided in the house with his wife
and son (Bureau of the Census 1900). Residents at 214 G Street do not appear on
the 1910 census. However, in 1914, Josephine Wilson, the daughter of Mary
Wilson, filed a permit to repair the front porch (Permit # 4187 April 15, 1914).

By 1920, William Terrell, his wife, Margaret, and their children were living in
the house. Margaret’s brother, Stephen Wilson, lived with the family. Although
Mary Wilson was not the mother of Stephen or Margaret Wilson, it can be
assumed that they are relatives of Mary Wilson (Bureau of the Census 1920).

In 1930, Edgar Jones and his wife, Lillie, rented the house at 214 G Street for
$25 a month. Also living with the Jones’s were their four children and Lillie’s
mother and sister. Along with the other resident’s of the 200 block of G Street in
1930, the Jones’s were African American. Edgar worked as a porter for the
railroad (Bureau of the Census 1930).

The house continued to be used as a dwelling through the 1950s. By 1999, the
house was still residential, although the attached building at 216 G Street had
been heavily altered or demolished and rebuilt as an office building (Sanborn
1959, 1999). In 2008, the building had been most recently been used as a
dwelling.

120



PART II. ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER

A. General Statement:

1.

Architectural Character: The two-story frame row house at 214 G Street is
typical of working-class urban dwellings constructed in Washington, D.C. during
the mid-nineteenth century. It was constructed as a two-story frame twin
dwelling along with 216 G Street circa 1855-1857, which is no longer extant.
The house was constructed prior to the trend of two-story projecting bays, which
dominated row house design in the latter decades of the nineteenth century
following the “Projection Act” of 1871. Thus, the modest building is constructed
of wood framing and lacks ornamentation.

Condition of fabric: The condition of the house is good to fair. The house is
structurally sound and the exterior fabric appears to be in good condition. The
interior of the dwelling does not retain any of the original fabric from the 1855
building period.

B. Description of Exterior:

1.

Overall Dimensions: Originally constructed circa 1855, the narrow dwelling is
two stories high and two bays wide with a side hall entry. The building has a
basic rectangular form and abuts the adjacent dwelling on the east elevation. In
1879, a 10 x 12 kitchen was added to the rear northeast corner of the lot.

Foundations: The foundation is covered with stucco.

Walls: Although a permit was not found, the walls of the house were probably
originally covered in weatherboard siding and covered with stucco in the early
twentieth century. Currently, the walls are covered with stucco.

Structural System, framing: The house has either balloon or platform framing.
Access to the attic was not available.

Stairs: A brick stair with two risers sits on a brick foundation and leads from the
brick sidewalk to the front door.

Chimneys: There is one interior brick chimney not visible from street level.
Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: The house has two exterior doors providing entry
through the front and rear elevations of the main block. Both elevations
feature an off-center single-leaf door. The front wood door has four-lights
over four panels and appears to be original. The entry is illuminated with a
one-light rectangular transom. The 15-light wood door on the rear elevation
is not original but does appear to be historic. Unlike the front door it does
not have a transom. The lintels are covered with stucco.

b. Windows and shutters: The facade is symmetrically fenestrated with six-
over-six vinyl-sash windows on both the first and second stories. Each of the
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window bays is detailed with vinyl casings. The rear elevation has one six-
over-six wood-sash window on both the first and second story.

Roof:

a. Shape, covering: The dwelling has a shed roof with a parapet. The materials of
the roof are not visible. The roof slants towards the rear elevation.

b. Cornice, eaves: The facade is ornamented by block modillions in the frieze
and scroll-shaped eave brackets at the corners.

C. Description of Interior:

1.

Floor plans: The fist floor of the house consists of one open space, a dog-leg
stair, and a small bathroom underneath the stair. Entry into the house is into a
small space that is stepped down from the rest of the first floor. Three angled
steps ascend to the main level that has the kitchen space to the rear.

The second floor has two bedrooms, and a hall with a bathroom and a closet.
Stairways: The open-stringer dog-leg stair is placed along the wall and consists
of wood treds and a rail made of a board supported with two posts made of
similar boards. There are no risers. It is not an original stair nor does it appear to
be historic. The stairwell railing on the second floor is historic and appears to
date to the 1880s. It is constructed of heavily turned wood balusters and a turned
wood newel post.

Flooring: The flooring in the entry space is 2 Y4 inch floorboards possibly of oak.
The raised kitchen/dining area has a brick tile floor and the bathroom has a tile
floor. The front room and the hall of the second floor are covered with carpet and
the rear room features similar wood flooring as the first floor front space. The
second floor bathroom has a tile floor.

Walls and ceiling finish: The walls and ceiling are painted plaster.

Doorways and doors: The interior doors on the second floor have all been
replaced with pre-fabricated modern units.

Decorative features and trim: The house features pre-fabricated trim work and
much of the house has a simple baseboard with a cyma reversa base molding.

Fireplace: A fireplace unit is located on the first floor in the front space. It has a
slightly raised brick hearth.

Hardware: The hardware does not appear original.
Mechanical equipment:
a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: The building is serviced with HVAC.

b. Lighting: A fluorescent light is located on the ceiling in the kitchen.
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D.

Site:

c. Plumbing: The house is serviced with indoor plumbing and a hot water heater.

Historic landscape design: The house at 214 G Street is set above the street
grade. A concrete stair with three risers leads up to the front yard. It continues
south and is raised by two steps before continuing along the west side of the
house towards the rear of the house. A brick sidewalk branches off the concrete
sidewalk in front of the house and leads to the front door. A brick retaining wall
lines the front of the property.
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i <

i ¢ Namc of owner... o2

Name of architect

Aven of present building

. ] s f) o : N of mechanic -
&o. of stories.. T . P Name of oeenpant
5l of a0t e N Matertal -
How is the building occujﬂiéal? ’ . . If a dwelling A how many families ?

\\ hat is the cost ruf pmposed nnpm\@menb"

NATURE ~OF PROPOSED ALTERATION Ete.
¥ GIVE DEFINITE PARTICULARS.

o o, L

For whith will the bnilding ho nsed altey aliertion ?

e Afier alteration, will fhe huilding (nnrmm in every respedt, with the requiremants of the buildmg I //#
: w7 ' Sionninre, - . .
- K el . // e ~
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