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Outreach

In early 2022 principal Suh Brown and Mark Weinheimer 

(Capitol Hill Community Foundation) asked that CHRS 

nominate Eastern for its 100th anniversary in 2023

2022 Story of Our Schools supports the nomination

March 2023 CHRS files the nomination 

June 2023 ANC 7D votes to support nomination 



DC public schools in the Progressive Era

Progressive Era values

• Adolescence as a distinct life stage

• School designs to meet academic/vocational needs of adolescents

Congressional direction of DC public schools – early 20th century

• funding

• siting

• size of school and campus, 

• curriculum: academic, vocational

• amenities



Congressional Schoolhouse Commission 1908 report

The ideal high school: Yeatman High School, 

St. Louis- Tudor Revival 

High schools proliferate in late 19th 

century 

• High schools in District of Columbia: 

Central, Eastern, Western 

• First Eastern High School 

located in Peabody Elementary, 

second in 1892 in building near 

Eastern Market



• 100 classrooms and 

laboratories

• Music room

• Printing plant

• Gymnasiums

• Armory

• Shooting range

• Conservatory

• Vocational ed / work shops

• Auto repair shop

• Home ec suite

Schoolhouse Commission plans for Eastern High School

• Larger school

• Expansive campus

• Laboratories, specialized classrooms 

Eastern High School in 1923:





Original building

1921 designed by Municipal 

Architect Snowden Ashford

Construction completed in 1923

under Municipal Architect 

Albert Harris

 

First addition

Addition of gymnasium and 

classrooms on north and 

northeast sides of the original 

building

Designed and construction 

completed in 1938 under 

direction of  Municipal Architect 

Nathan C. Wyeth



Snowden Ashford, 

 (1866-1927)

Albert L. Harris  

(1869 – 1933)

Municipal Architects

Snowden Ashford 

Municipal Architect from 1909 to 1921

Albert L. Harris – 1921 to 1933

Nathan C. Wyeth  – 1933 to 1946



Baist 1938Baist 1928



First floor plan
Early design “Snowden Ashford”  “Approved Nov 4, 1920”



First floor plan
From “1935 PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS”
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Integration and later history

Eastern integrated following Bolling v. 

Sharpe (1954)

• Freedom School 1968

• Academics

• Choir

• Marching band

“Pride of Capitol Hill” 
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