EASTERN HIGH SCHOOL

1700/1730 East Capitol Street NE
Historic Designation Application #23-08
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Outreach

In early 2022 principal Suh Brown and Mark Weinheimer
(Capitol Hill Community Foundation) asked that CHRS
nominate Eastern for its 100" anniversary in 2023

2022 Story of Our Schools supports the nomination
March 2023 CHRS files the nomination
June 2023 ANC 7D votes to support nomination



DC public schools in the Progressive Era

Progressive Era values
e Adolescence as a distinct life stage
e School designs to meet academic/vocational needs of adolescents

Congressional direction of DC public schools — early 20t century
o funding

e siting

e size of school and campus,

e curriculum: academic, vocational

e amenities



Congressional Schoolhouse Commission 1908 report

The 1deal high school: Yeatman High School,
St. Louis- Tudor Revival

High schools proliferate in late 19t
century

 High schools in District of Columbia:
Central, Eastern, Western

* First Eastern High School
located in Peabody Elementary,
second in 1892 in building near
Eastern Market
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Schoolhouse Commission plans for Eastern High School
* Larger school

« EXpansive campus

* Laboratories, specialized classrooms

Eastern High School in 1923:

e 100 classrooms and « Shooting range
laboratories « Conservatory

* Music room « \ocational ed / work shops

* Printing plant e Auto repair shop

e Gymnasiums  Home ec suite

« Armory
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Original building

1921 designed by Municipal
Architect Snowden Ashford
Construction completed in 1923
under Municipal Architect
Albert Harris

First addition
Addition of gymnasium and
classrooms on north and
northeast sides of the original
building

Designed and construction
completed in 1938 under
direction of Municipal Architect
Nathan C. Wyeth




Municipal Architects

Snowden Ashford, Albert L. Harris
(1866-1927) (1869 — 1933)

Snowden Ashford
Municipal Architect from 1909 to 1921

Albert L. Harris — 1921 to 1933

Nathan C. Wyeth — 1933 to 1946




Baist 1928
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" New Eastern High School
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. "'Ready For Opening Feb. 15

Archilecturally beautiful and rep-

" resenting tho most modern type of

~joothouse,  new_  KEastern High

.........

8chool, cpmpjcted save for the Instal-

ution of 41T {Qralturs mnd eguipment,
14 walting f§f the middle of Febru-

- wry, whes{ 1ts‘doors will formally be

gl

thrown dpen to receive some 1,100

. 'inpatfent rtudenta now uncomfort-

ubly quartered In the old building. It
had been planned to open the school
at the beglnning of the next samester,
February 1. but unavoldable delay

- i Inrtalling the furniture And equip-

“ment has me#ullated the postpone-

inent. .

Ivery datail for shifting the student
hndy from its cramped quarters in
the old bullding at Tith and C streets
«putheast, which for thirty years has
ween Eastern's home, Into the new
hullding of enlarged accommodations
and Inceeased facilitios has been ar-
raunged by Charles liart, principal of
tha school. He s now maklug plans
for the formal dedication of the new
building which probably will be held
about March 1, with elaborule cere-
mnnles,

The students ure keyed to the high-
eut piteh awalilng the order which
will sendd them Into the new hulldlnﬁ
In preparation for the event, whic
will be chronicled In the school's his-
tory as an epoch-making one, they
are busy cleaning and dusting the
pieturcs, statues and trophles for
the transfer into the halls of the new
school.

Work Degun Twe Years Age.

gymnasium suits, & modern rifle
range, slx manusrl tralning shops, two
dressing rooms (one for boys and the
other for girls) and other featurss
new In high achool construction, The
rifle range Is 185 fest In length and
wlll rank among ths best in the
country. It will have ten shooting
targetns,

Firnt Fleor for Nimdents,

Thue first Moor of the bullding liax
besn designed especially for the use
of the high schoul students. On this
floor are virtually all the shorthand,
typewriting and bookkesping classes,
The top floor has roomns for olassecs

in domastlo art, domestio sclenos and
drawing. 1ln connectlon with the do-
mestio art course thers Is & model
sulte =imllar to the one ut Central
High Bchool,

The athletle field, which ls located
a block north of the bullding, is
larger than the.one st Central. \‘fork
of granding the field wos begun Janu-
ary & mnd Ix expected to be finished

soon. IP'rincipal Hart, however, does|-
nut plan to make any use of [t dur-

Ing the current school year. Two
:tul nlzl%o;roodd ';:ﬂ%' teating be-
ween 2, and. TSONY W
be erected arcund the na‘ﬁ. - it
Although agitation for new Eastern
was started in 1910, it was six years
later before Congress appropriated
part of the funds for Itp conatfuction,
The site was acquired! In 1918 at a
consideration of approxtmstely $235,000,
Original plans for the bullding were
:Inr::hr;i I: Sn?mlu‘t_ Aldﬁ!ond.l former
architect, and revis
Albert La Harrls, his weuunr.'d by
Eastera* High 8School was organized
8 &,8¢Parate high scheol in the fal
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First floor plan
Early design “Snowden Ashford” “Approved Nov 4, 1920”
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First floor plan
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From “1935 PROPOSED ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS”
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Integration and later history

EASTERN

Eastern integrated following Bolling v. o

SCHOOL

Sharpe (1954)

e Freedom School 1968
e Academics

e Cholir

e Marching band
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